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Thank you for a great campaign launch!

Friends,
My sincere thanks to everyone who came to the campaign launch on July 11!

It was so heartening to see so many people who are also fighting for the issues we all care
about. A better mix of homes in the District, so people can afford to live here. Safe transportation
options that help people get around without breaking the bank. Healthy and connected
communities with thriving natural spaces. You truly make this campaign run!

If you missed the campaign launch, not to worry. There are still many ways you can get involved
in the campaign. The most important right now is donations. Your donations translate into the
campaign materials we need to reach out to people throughout Saanich. If you can give a
donation today, please do. An e-transfer to hello@teale.ca is the easiest way, and helps our
campaign keep the full donation without fees. Any amount helps!

Read more about the launch from this piece from Island Social Trends, and this one too!
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My platform is live!

My campaign platform is now available! Here are the highlights:

Move towards a better mix of housing types in Saanich, so people can afford to live in and
stay in our community. New developments should be close to transit and amenities. Prioritize
affordable below-market, supportive, and community-oriented housing.

People should have affordable options for getting around. Make sure transit is fast, frequent,
accessible, and reliable, and active transportation is safe, convenient, and connected. Fully
support and accelerate our Active Transportation and Road Safety Action plans.

Support strong, healthy communities through welcoming and accessible public spaces and
services, easier access to health care, and more opportunities for connection between
neighbours. Prioritize the health of natural areas and fully implement the Biodiversity
Conservation and Urban Forest strategies.


https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMWPu_hNLCrQ89xBujA2f4y14CbOivqE2UIGBu_yYJm0qoozvfyhJQD53_xCKyUmW2Mj37OnXAXVxmvqkxtNRHKMvpGf3hSoLMrjmbTf1M0DRw37nqt5s7pxkMt5BwIh4fCF9oe5p6MHoY3BKP0hVWF8_a4QjaKlK8I-APbQ4As5gnKFLNL7MqkmgJboxvIRY2h7RQIepkXMG0viApwH42HiXN9iSCG2grPNAOPS6kPO3frL86slH6o0DrmtrC24i9w1qMYfWaa6QK6x_tHbwKXLmVjQJYY7hHgzNC3EbffhLkghGPItQR2i11FfFsJmDsg/4sq/JkclA8RmTfKCY0SfrHX0lA/h4/h001.HStOPDqeji8U9VfsAHgiSCVNNo0AeDqdyQ-lTpr_Wwg

Upcoming community events

Summer in Saanich means Music in the Park! It's been a delight getting to chat with people at
these events, and there are still more to come.

You'll be able to find me at the Family Doctors for Saanich booth on July 28 at Brydon Park, and
on August 4 at Hyacinth Park. Come by to say hello and learn more about what Saanich could
do to help get more family doctors and nurse practitioners in the District.
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https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMa4fNUBpeSpAszkGlrWvuvAN8ihj4Hbk9jIJSALsc9EpWq1yjxzKxRySgRul1TTBLRsxdliN1DGjXsS-hBrTgdsKFzA3gUMw7KT-SdlStylr1okb7ZS9tjKO_fyz3QDQCu0-R2A2tUHgGeZ8jZMMAPmfr_8VRWAQlGame9A7i4HAjVIwK6lW-bryWBvdNN-rfFKjHl9Yy9gRWMNZgfS7whAOHB_-OmtauzXNyhhFMHC-8UyWZQ2onDMOL3lvulqgunEMHltVW6affXY3-vjk1iYPkx4i2lULiNv4Y7jJHlKM8a88lfFfDSlR3eQJP0-ecg/4sq/JkclA8RmTfKCY0SfrHX0lA/h6/h001.-exudu0i3lHxCoINEidAF5FwK5vgYokY7qm2d_i7MQo

. for Saar

Cadboro Bay Festival - Join neighbours at Cadboro Bay on August 9, 11 am to 3 pm at
the Cadboro Gyro Park, for a day filled with live music, community drumming, delicious
food, engaging kids' crafts, and informative interactive booths! Connect with ocean sports
enthusiasts, learn about marine wildlife and discover how you can enjoy and support our
oceans. Scroll down to see information on vendors, music, activities and more! Learn
more here.

Flavour Trails 20th Anniversary Festival - Celebrate 20 years of local food and
agriculture, and explore the experiences offered by our partners across the Saanich
Peninsula. Our classic Festival Weekend is now part of a summer-long ‘Season of
Flavour’ filled with fun events led by our partners! The festival runs from August 15 to
August 16th, and you can learn more here.

Autumn Lantern Festival - A de-light-ful fall tradition held on September 12, 2026 (5:00
pm - 8:30 pm) in Lambrick Park. Bring your own lantern, or make one at the event! For $5,
you'll get a kit with everything you need to make your own festive lantern. Purchase your
kit at the Gordon Head Recreation reception desk and assemble it in our lantern workshop
space inside the rec centre. Staff and volunteers will be on-hand to help. Learn more here.
Other Summer Events - You can find more exciting summer events hosted by the District
of Saanich here.
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Enjoying the Beatles cover band at Music in the Park at Brydon Park!

Saanich Updates

Here are some rapid-fire Saanich updates!

* Quadra McKenzie Plan receives final approval: Council adopted the Quadra McKenzie

Plan (QMP), establishing a long-term framework for how this important area will grow and
change over the next 20 years and beyond. The Plan reflects nearly three years of
planning, technical analysis, public engagement and Council deliberation. Throughout the
process, the QMP was refined in response to community feedback to help balance growth
with livability, transportation choices, public realm improvements and environmental
sustainability. A huge thank you to the thousands of residents who shared their thoughts
throughout this process. You can learn more here, and from these pieces from the Times
Colonist, Victoria Buzz, and CHEK News.

Short-term Rentals (STR) Update: Council considered options for regulating short-term
rentals at our April 27, June 15, and July 6 Council meetings. Upon reviewing and
considering these options, Council has now directed staff to develop bylaws for the
regulation of STRs for up to 120 nights per property, per year. It is anticipated that this
work will come to Council in early 2027. Short-term rentals are currently prohibited in all
zones and housing types. You can learn more here, and from Times Colonist,
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Marching in the Victoria Pride Parade!

Student Youth Council

| am very pleased to report that all three motions originating from the Student Youth Council
(SYC) were adopted by Council. In my previous newsletter | reported that | was presenting three
motions to Saanich Council that adopted by the independent SYC pilot project that | have been
helping run since last fall. You can find more information about this pilot project here, including a
detailed final report.

These motions were as follows:

1) Asking Saanich Council to receive the SYC’s end-of-term report for information, and also asks
Saanich Council to consider establishing a permanent youth advisory committee.

2) Calling on Saanich Council to endorse, in principle, the Reconciliation Corridor Initiative
process, without predetermining the final outcome of that process.

3) Asking Saanich Council to direct the Mayor to write to the Premier and relevant provincial
ministers, to call on the Province to expand the Get On Board Program to cover young people up
to and including the age of 18, and to explore working with the Ministry of Education and Child
Care to add curriculum elements that train young people on how to safely and confidently use
public transit.

All three were adopted and the matter of considering establishing a permanent youth advisory
committee was referred to the first strategic planning session of the 2026-2030 Saanich Council
term. | am incredibly proud of the amazing work that all of the students participating in this pilot
project and will push hard to ensure that Saanich has a permanent youth advisory committee in
the future.

You can learn more about the SYC here, and from articles in the Times Colonist, Victoria Buzz,
Saanich News, and tune into this longer interview | gave on CFAX.
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Marching in the Victoria Pride Parade with Mayor Murdock! Source: Saanich News.

Ongoing Saanich Engagement

o Draft Tillicum Burnside Plan Survey: In response to community requests for additional
in-person engagement activities this summer, the District of Saanich offering residents
more opportunities to share their thoughts on the Draft Tillicum Burnside Plan (TBP). The
online survey is open until July 30th, and there are a number of other pop ups and talks
taking place. Learn more here.
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Visiting the Fair Vote Canada booth at Victoria Pride

Little Free Libraries

This past week, the Greater Victoria Placemaking Network (GVPN) launched the Second Annual
Greater Victoria Little Free Library Awards! Last year, to celebrate our region reaching the
1,000th LFL milestone, the GVPN launched the Greater Victoria Little Free Library Awards, and
the awards are back, building on last year’s success.

The public is encouraged to nominate their favourite LFLs across ten categories, and people are
of course encouraged to nominate their own LFLs, with the nomination period running from July
22 to noon on August 12th. Members of the public will then be invited to vote on their
favourites between August 12th until September 8th at 10 pm. Winners will be announced at a
community event on September 13th, with more details to follow.

Nominate your favourite LFL here!
Prize Categories this year are:

» Best Plant/Seed LFL

» Best Puzzle/board game LFL

» Most Verdant Green Roof

o Best Children’s LFL

e Most Creative LFL

o Best LFL with a Fish On It

o Best LFL That Looks Like Another Thing

» Best LFL built from Upcycled/Reused Materials
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» Best Gulf Islands LFL
o Coral Reef LFL — Best Associated Placemaking Element(s)

Learn more from this GVPN blog post, Victoria Buzz, CHEK News, Nexo Radar, and Victoria
News.

Reproductive Justice Advocacy

AccessBC has been working hard on our two main campaign objectives this past month:
supporting the implementation of pharmacare across Canada and improving pain management
for IUD insertions here in BC.

A number of our amazing volunteers got into med school this year and | am so incredibly proud
of them! I'm honoured to work with such fantastic people on this campaign. This does mean we
are working on rebuilding our social media and campaign teams, so if you were ever interested
in getting involved, please get in touch!

And if you have not yet done so, please take a moment to write a letter to your MLA, the Minister
of Health, and the Parliamentary Secretary for Gender Equity as part of our 'Not Just A Pinch’
campaign aimed at improving pain management for IUD insertions.

This fantastic article just published in The Ubyssey details some of the benefits and positive
impacts of free prescription contraception in BC!

BC Humanist Research Team
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The work of the BC Humanist Association's research team's Saguenay Project made headlines
this month. I'm please to announce that thanks to our advocacy and that of local residents, the
Lord's Prayer will no longer be said at the opening of Tobique Valley, New Brunswick, council
meetings.

The Saguenay Project has been studying unconstitutional prayer in municipal council meetings
across Canada. In June, two residents of Tobique Valley reached out to the BCHA for support
after their council refused to end the longstanding practice of opening meetings with the prayer.
The BCHA had identified Tobique Valley as one of the few municipalities in the province that still
opened meetings with a religious practice following the 2015 Supreme Court of Canada decision
that deemed the practice unconstitutional.

The BCHA wrote to the District on June 23, asking that the practice be ended or the matter
would be forwarded to legal counsel. While the District has yet to reply to the BCHA's letter, they
held a special in camera council meeting on July 16 to receive legal advice and prayers were
absent from the agenda of the July 20 regular council meeting.

Instead, the meeting opened with a statement from Mayor Aaron Jones that the practice has
been ended, which you can watch here. You can read more in this article in the Telegraph
Journal.

I'm currently working with our fantastic team of summer researchers to complete reports on
Ontario, Newfoundland and Labrador, and Nova Scotia, at which point our national survey will be
complete! We are also working on a range of other reports, which | can't wait to share with you.

Marine Conservation
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From an investigation | participated in in Singapore several years ago.

My work investigating crime in sea cucumber fisheries was covered in an article in Mongabay
this month. The piece explores marine wildlife crime in Australia, and focuses on illegal activity
targeting sea cucumbers in remote reefs and the governments efforts to crack down on this
activity. Y para mis amigos de habla hispana, pueden leer el mismo articulo aqui.

My research with OceansAsia investigating sea cucumber crime is ongoing and our amazing
volunteer research team is currently conducting a global review of the phenonmenon to better
identify potential hotspots and trends.

Thank you again to everyone who was able to attend my re-election campaign launch and if you
can, please donate to support the campaign!

Warm regards,

Dr. Teale Phelps Bondaroff

P.S. - If you have Saanich friends and neighbours who might like to receive these newsletter, do
please share this link with them.
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