
A Sizzling Saanich Summer!

Friends, 

I hope your summer is going well. off to a great start. This month has
kept me very busy, and I wanted to share some of what's been going
on with you. 

Summer is the season of community events. I've had a fantastic time
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attending Music in the Park on Tuesday evenings. I hope to see you
out at a future event. They have been very well-attended! In addition to
music there are information booths from local community
organizations, food trucks, children's activities and more!

I've been hitting up Music in the Park whenever I can this summer. You can find a
schedule of summer events in Saanich parks here.

I had a great time marching in the Canada Day Parade and exploring
the Gorge Canada Day Picnic. I particularly enjoyed the art walk.
Saanich artists are awesome!

Speaking of parades, I was lucky enough to march with my Council
colleagues in the Victoria Pride Parade, and even got to ride on the
front bumper of one of our fire engines! 
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Saanich Updates
If you've been following Saanich news you will have likely heard that
off-leash dogs in parks was a hot button issue this past month. We
received a significant amount of feedback on this issue. 

Council ultimately voted unanimously to adopt the proposed People,
Pets, and Parks Strategy. I know some folks were wondering about
this decision, so if you are interested, I shared a lengthy explanation
on my Facebook Page.
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Marching with Saanich Council in the Canada Day Parade in the Gorge! 🍁

Council has been hard at work on a wide range of issues. This is by no
means a comprehensive list, but I thought I'd highlight a few recent
decisions.

We approved zoning changes for land around Uptown, that will help
with the roll out of the Uptown-Douglas Plan, which will help shape the
future of the Saanich Core for years to come.

I was pleased that we adopted a new Asset Management Strategy,
which will help us with sustainable and effective service delivery. I am
particularly looking forward to the roll out of the natural asset
component of this strategy.

We began the process of exploring options for new ice rinks in the
District. There is a serious shortage of ice, and this will only be made
with the forthcoming loss of the Ian Stewart Complex at UVic. Stay
tuned for more as this process continues.
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On the housing front, we adopted the terms of reference for our
Neighbourhood Homes Study, that will explore infill housing in the
District. 

We adopted a Community Amenity Contribution and Inclusionary
Housing Policy, which will provide guidance and to establish a
transparent, efficient, balanced and predictable process by which the
District can receive amenities from development. You can learn more
from this recent Times Colonist article if you'd like to learn more.

And we also adopted a tax exemption policy to support new non-
market lower-cost housing developments and supporting existing non-
market housing projects.

I'm proud of the work we are doing to tackle the housing crisis, but
there's still much more to be done.
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I was honoured to represent the District of Saanich at two UVic Convocations. A big
congratulations to everyone who graduated this year! It was fun to dust off my old

academic robes 🎓

I forgot to mention this in my last update, but on June 5th, Council
adopted four resolutions that will be sent along to UBCM:

1) BC Resources for Estimating Climate Adaptation Costs.
2) Increased Funding for Climate Adaptation.
3) Enhanced Retrofit Programs for Part 3 Buildings.
4) Enabling Property Assessed Clean Energy Financing Legislation.

The first resolution was one that I had previously presented to Council,
and that had been referred to staff. I'm very proud and grateful to our
excellent staff for their hard work on all of these resolutions, which if
adopted will help with our efforts to combat climate change.

You can read all of the resolutions here. I'll be working hard to ensure
these and the other resolutions previously submitted by Saanich, are
adopted at UBCM. 

https://teale.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9fdfda949186bf5ee21137994&id=83818fdf65&e=d435ee3ac8


I was lucky enough to get the opportunity to visit the set of Reginald the Vampire, a
TV show being shot right here in Saanich.

Share your thoughts!
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Saanich is currently gathering feedback from neighbours around a
number of important policies and strategies that will shape our
community in the years to come.

If you live, work, study, or play in and around Quadra or Mackenzie,
please share your thoughts as part of the Quadra Mackenzie Study.
Keep an eye out for pop ups, and tents at summer events.

Graphic Anti-Abortion
Leaflets in Saanich

Unfortunately, I've heard from a few neighbours that they have
received graphic anti-abortion leaflets in their mailboxes. This was
reported on in a recent Capital Daily story.

If you have received one of these leaflets (outside pictured above),
please let me know. You may not want to open it, as they contain
disturbing images. I am in the process of drafting up a report for
Saanich Council.

If you received one of these leaflets and live outside of Saanich,
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please let me know as well, and I can share my report with your local
Council as well. I'll share a link to the report as soon as it is on an
upcoming Council agenda.

Project Updates

Reproductive Justice

The AccessBC Campaign  is still working hard fighting for reproductive
justice. This month, we are supporting our friend Dr. Toor, who has
launched a national petition calling for free prescription contraception.

Please take a moment to sign the petition. We are working hard to
get 5,000 signatures before August 25th!

Little Free Libraries

Sign the Petition!
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We have hit another massive little free library milestone in the region -
this Sunday, July 30th, I'm excited to say that we will be cutting the
ribbon on the 700th little free library in the CRD!

This particular book box (pictured above), which specializes in
children's books, is located on the 400-block of Wilson St. in Vic West!
I can't wait to visit, and celebrate.

Don't forget, if you are looking for a fun activity this summer, check out
Little Free Library Bingo! Just hop over to the Greater Victoria
Placemaking Network website, generate a card, print it off, and head
out into the community to hunt for LFLs!
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Folks from the growing little free library community at a recent book pickup. A big
thank you to Russell Books who donated a truckload of books to help support the

Pocket Places Project and LFLs around the CRD.

Falaise Crescent Road
Mural Repaint! 🖌
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As you likely know, I am passionate about road safety and
placemaking. Last summer, I worked with the amazing folks at the
Falaise Community Association to install a road mural on Falaise
Crescent. 

The road mural has been a lovely addition to the street and I am in the
process of drafting a paper exploring its impact on vehicle speeds
along the crescent. Research has found that road murals like this one
encourage drivers to slow down. You can learn more about road
murals here. 

After a year, it's time to touch up the mural. You are welcome to join
neighbours and GVPN volunteers for a repainting party on Sunday,
August 20th. We will be starting in the morning and should wrap up by
early afternoon. Mark your calendar and come on out!

Marine Conservation

https://teale.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9fdfda949186bf5ee21137994&id=0eea2453ae&e=d435ee3ac8
https://teale.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9fdfda949186bf5ee21137994&id=0eea2453ae&e=d435ee3ac8
https://teale.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9fdfda949186bf5ee21137994&id=8fd259806b&e=d435ee3ac8
https://teale.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9fdfda949186bf5ee21137994&id=8fd259806b&e=d435ee3ac8


For those who are interested in some of my academic work examining
the strategy of Sea Shepherd, I was recently quoted in a story printed
in Atmos, that talks about direct action and marine conservation. The
Saanich News also ran a story about my recent fieldwork in Benin,
which is part of my ongoing work studying the evolving strategy of Sea
Shepherd.

I hope to see you at an upcoming music in the park or other
community event.

Warm regards,

Dr. Teale Phelps Bondaroff
Saanich Councillor
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