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A June Update from Teale
Friends,

Summer has arrived in Saanich, and that means things have been busier than ever! While
Council has fewer meetings in August, our June and July meetings have been jam packed!
There are a ton of awesome events planned throughout the summer. I hope to see folks out at
Music in the Park, which occurs every Tuesday from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm in a different Saanich
park each week. You can find the full schedule here. It's been a busy month, and there's lots to
report on, so in no particular order, let's dive in!

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMcC1msJuV-BHIK3rY4JeS9qfE74HCgBLpJdzaaSjcvRdyEjOsM3SBsvz7qO9CgYFLEaGF079baHyuJxX4l3UH2djr_1aBlObmEwMO3Ni50RlKfUn4C5Pi8w3KqYY9sTpgOwuKfHxebfg4bbzzW1Rly_FzD2RZw6bQq1OCVNg4mrA-uvv3xGWqVCxXQOQPjJfrFXM0WYfpQ7nmMwHYHfQP3t2cwuG3dGgBn2PJOSnPkFJo8KzOz3nkbcaHOp90aHFmw3aU3gTVPt7a6TAA3dsQVbQjshM8a8hP1eohrz5_9Rq6Oh7xCTMy3L9XnD9zhg3Mg/4i5/FmiJ_1PoSVm8l30_h7FIZg/h0/h001.523Kd_Yd7fmDnhhD5yg9Eulj8PmspCLNYaTEnToKQdQ
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMcC1msJuV-BHIK3rY4JeS9qfE74HCgBLpJdzaaSjcvRdyEjOsM3SBsvz7qO9CgYFLEaGF079baHyuJxX4l3UH2dUdzleCGUJy9iM9g7ePWURkdlMg099nFn50P99h4HzGBy4Qh06LSOcwJ-vaaXp8U8rP7Do1Ml1JMKE4kZxQ_STz9MI65kVXyj8MaWGzfI1O4ryWRSH8llh_sGYVKczV2981ADjNc2pAT-Ij1O6f9ZgdImO7LFUsg22_VuJa0SJi09ehPG0NqvyFkbRShNbBDDFhUXSVT1_Mw7ITvfTFYkPgkM2KEvkS_kVa3YF4mNnzNTUwrPkSKW9E9GhjzWzJq0/4i5/FmiJ_1PoSVm8l30_h7FIZg/h1/h001.3VIhRfuYPV6vStjnaUSzlUJYCkuCrG90Tr0gBX10nFc


Celebrating Canada Day in the Gorge with Victoria-Swan Lake MLA Nina Krieger🍁

Saanich Operations Centre AAP: One of the hot button issues this month has been the
alternative approval process (AAP) for the Saanich Operations Centre Redevelopment Project
(SOC). For background, an AAP is a cost-effective and efficient way to gauge public support for
local government initiatives. It allows the electors to have a say and have their opposition
counted by submitting an Elector Response Form.

This process ensures that significant decisions reflect the community’s wishes while saving
resources. AAPs are provincially legislated and can be used for a variety of matters, including
borrowing money for a project, establishing new municipal services or adjusting parkland
dedications. You can learn more about this process here.

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMcC1msJuV-BHIK3rY4JeS9qv8TdEAPvfxXLiTkyQC_zDM5Ex3Q0p94RsUeVRPIllQA2C8pXp8-JqHUapBbE4QIJA5E-gJeMAlKScv95_9vjpvAbWifD7ji4l9BFzEZrLbtQ8uyhkybkNnGd456MPeJg48W9UbhdYOotqrfmrNUs879PVKWVnGLwuKeAkhXDT6flp3PSDS3j0zgK6oYfTzm1v-PPO_jD-jkjU2Y14aQZXaU5dFgXkUpN443IdzFHPqwUxb478WLuWz0LaWd4OdJL_xWLBt9lDLB2rlJUipaT7GXOZe1EPG2z4gzmXm316rQ/4i5/FmiJ_1PoSVm8l30_h7FIZg/h2/h001.PJJjB35Ncjx8n3nclMolnJfu8gPLUYIjsyx5dkXLHjg


Saanich Council members marching in the Victoria Pride Parade 🏳️‍🌈

The Saanich Operations Centre (located at 1040 McKenzie Avenue) has served our community
for more than 60 years. It is the hub of the vast infrastructure network serving the District of
Saanich.

While the District continues to deliver services from this bustling hub, we are looking to
redevelop the site and replace the old facilities with new ones so our operations will function well
into the future allowing us to continue to provide services that support our high quality of life in
Saanich. As a result, the District has been working on a redevelopment plan for the site. Given
the costs involved (~$150 million) and the existing provincial legislation at the time, Council
implemented an AAP process.

Staff has been working hard to count the submissions for the AAP for the SOC, and the certified
results will be presented at a forthcoming council meeting. Following that, the District will share
the results through a news release on saanich.ca and through updates on its social media
channels, and I'll let folks know in my next newsletter.

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1040+McKenzie+Avenue?entry=gmail&source=g
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SLdqY4re9NRChJwFnQ0irz0GAGnJlCpiS1dZ--CxyUC5qs0eH2pPyWdBzp37-sCCVpuC1gEnWESR_piK6DHjADetIgWK9aD-jClTePl711nkOOj_Jlu4CGoDN2jlp4kyqApWl2cYF3B7Guk2PJAIez6DNFTXyWme9PbJYMCpST-nGKESWGcHOSymwTA3JgQh6zbyhJA2pH6sFGUF9AQyxlKdYsHmxrArRsoTTof5mpcgxE2rGEmhH6vVj7HELbNiLCav4mbZYQkKqWpGEmKPfT8EOS2sIWU-cj834x4FBZxECyWFpvt3Vabf1bC3MFlzZAnGXY3wIEiNv08QEvgklQ/4i5/FmiJ_1PoSVm8l30_h7FIZg/h3/h001.n8yobVjdHgchBIAZAw-4Y30FnTSYBt9mAGxgExJ3vvE
http://saanich.ca/


Music in the Park is back, and the crowd at Goward House was dancing up a storm last week!

ADEI Statement:

I have the honour of chairing Saanich's Accessibility, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (ADEI)
Advisory Committee. I am incredibly grateful to the amazing community members who volunteer
to serve on this committee, we've been working hard!

I'm sure you have noticed a growing attack on DEI around the world, but particularly in the USA.
As just one example, this past February, in an egregious move, the Trump regime attempted to
blame air crashes on DEI. Given these types of attacks, now, more than ever, it is important that
we speak up and reaffirm core Saanich values.

As a result, the ADEI Advisory Committee drafted a statement reaffirming the Districts
commitment to these core values, and I am pleased to say that the motion was adopted, with a
minor amendment (striking the part of the motion calling for the statement to be "released"), at
our June 9th meeting. You can listen to the full statement here, and find the full statement and
livestream of the debate here. Please share this with someone in your life who needs to hear this
right now.

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMetgiFORS0h8oLODcKGVIS8eBdwKGdZ5GW_NRUQf5u4j6opzzpKYcfxOUI-w8s0CBOhC4Oo-iXGqaaytHMOnFHh700Ub6S_PVdtBH1zr_vGKnlC_ZEURRk0E7_VCLRPqVxFYYvAD68M3IoywHt_uXXyzvUo4XXGR1TEqNQ1A7pUbgDYOFcLk9wh_nsRSNGIbPJHDcwCJg9ShSRJD2t7eM6I05MgPDlekfHMPyIOYBOaI9gVq_IA0oVs_663YeQuheuTy6CVKd9cTwjhbNxk7WBKdUxGNOCYPWztSVt9Ai5Mj/4i5/FmiJ_1PoSVm8l30_h7FIZg/h4/h001.0aGW_C_xgrUMNu5uz-c8ONDy17gkOR770TN4p9axORA
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.iIBo0N5fSFzEFL40Tn-vtahUquBLV6Ntio0EIzTXc0lX7QApQSMJbb_4Z-JpGz9rha2Wj3NYjd51CZ50ffPBZkOTQbst-bY3YKENwf0TvGcUHue_B_VGd5qjOa7CosYtmM2wP7aRX8fBCs5Onbrym-28-GpphkEJ-0ZSdxdCpc4hbahlcxBj6dvsEaBJALig2_mERbJJvZnUPQ-2nT7j9zqIyMl_RHWM7Zbby7rbk9f6zsOqrNWomV8zM8tfHNuwJvKz-KAxnY4L9j-3fpl2XuiGh6Sa-E2UJzajEA29ztPMh3kW2RO-S7frIuyeIvUm/4i5/FmiJ_1PoSVm8l30_h7FIZg/h5/h001.cSppF4yv8KHbVFj6KC2qAMPBl9LGJk260dze_vAZovc


Up at Claremont High chatting with grade 11 students about local government and how to save
the world!

Quadra McKenzie Plan - Phase 4 Consultation: At our most recent meeting, Council received
a staff report that included the most recent iteration of the Quadra McKenzie Plan. This plan
provides guidance on growth and change over the next 20 years, shaping the homes we build,
the streets we travel on, the parks we play in and the neighbourhoods we live in along two major
corridors in the District. You can learn more about the plan here.

At a previous meeting, Council requested that staff make some adjustments to the plan, in light
of feedback received from the community, and these changes were presented to Council at a
special meeting held on July 7th. You can find a summary of the changes here. The current
iteration of the plan will go going out for a fourth round of consultation, which will be soft
launched at the end of August and begin in earnest in early September. I would encourage
everyone to check out the current plan and let us know what you think through this next round of
consultation.

I did want to flag one issue that arose at our July 7th meeting, specifically the importance of
meeting decorum. Council received reports, and actively witnessed, instances of verbal abuse,
bullying, and harassment taking place in the Council chambers. This kind of behaviour is
unacceptable.

I am not talking about applause, heckling, or other similar interventions. Folks who follow
meetings will know that this are not permitted and the meeting chair does their best to remind
folks of the importance of ensuring that these types of interventions do not occur in order to
ensure that everyone feels welcome sharing their views with Council, regardless of whether or

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.iIBo0N5fSFzEFL40Tn-vtahUquBLV6Ntio0EIzTXc0nsCnzt6vg18ej0a9beoo3vdmD59fh5v_LicPWD9eywAg2qs1AKrSBDC362bq4QkBL087tFzMm57WCep5VJOXdcyd8sMosKcmNw8O0Cb6y5R4jOVL79cx1PXGBnbt1lV0BkOjL8WwGvP6Q3OUlFezPeKt_qu68uF7V58pqaXVpVe9FFSn3OmjQ6o5jv9xg8tcBesOvEOqjKS578oHsAUN1yc6-z8wiC1dgOR97WOJMmLPtNfeaOW_4FydaMuEWb36Rh1oSQ39JG7Sr7I1CB-geRiANJLNJnucFbe381hEftMPoJVxpmma3ybrgOnPikdnA/4i5/FmiJ_1PoSVm8l30_h7FIZg/h6/h001.WKxjSK96NckJhOIzbRKSG1IdljokL_JPj1HZUKn_pkg
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMcC1msJuV-BHIK3rY4JeS9r6cWObQaAfcWU2N3b4kmn4h2LcVv7H6a-f4WAeGfQPr9PXucjbTj4Njtl7HdYUctztJ4GBCQZgVTGH7woxYKKqJfhS2aqjwxNtJvSvgM0iWenOk-uNLvUPVg-h8AK6M-u1MS0fS6A0Yntz3HS6iH3bP_S6EQVZXn-aajJLMIS-7DS9aIEa3YwDS_itoMBq1avUBtC6O81rC4-Q6ozfEXecobrx2IjmUPNHwQkZSuNgXVsveJqjbYntwu2heBz_GC6EeUQMhcghtm0J-z3qnGlisbkn5MD2F5KtFAypHA0m4c-sJnIwPPsJg9LKkcAMXQqTDM2Uhq-UbT4MKIUAoxuG/4i5/FmiJ_1PoSVm8l30_h7FIZg/h7/h001.AbroInWcg42trcAirdl27lryr2ItAyvLlxw-BV3Lvr4
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMcC1msJuV-BHIK3rY4JeS9rkEdl1nnOcolUg84evupzsDxH51dvBr0Q4zNuVQnjUMDKrkwJqLopIj3hgwSBxgqmo3ICySjnorwz7IdzAyrU4wAX12-MUN_EXcWb6eE708GEVnpOh0qqhr2Cqt4Dfc2B0HMDZxplk5QVxouIiYq380ppOCqrZ7W7mqk2jgLIP7mzLHKvE7vRk_FYc2maQ8yTUJaDyJpA3_JgdSRghXtHBVaxuK4JAIuVmk7HwiQuIKDgUUaszHOzYnqwbzn-b2HSErERW6NsEgxleaenJgxU5wd8VAmlOdtnUzJNfgVQHRP61Yhwa6K7sqxxRTbke5V62c6tVflY6odUG6aUknD2l9AoL8ap3TeWZSlGxSGWVUQ/4i5/FmiJ_1PoSVm8l30_h7FIZg/h8/h001.JE-_2iDwIcIJYPkz2iovYAmsnVaSgoeBZufylhOxP8o


not those views are supported by the majority of folks present in the chambers. No, I am talking
about interpersonal interactions where the aim was to intimidate and bully (read more from this
Times Colonist article).

In light of this behaviour, the Mayor released the this statement. As you know, I take the
importance of everyone feeling welcome and safe in our council chambers very seriously, and I
also released a statement of my own. I will be working with my colleagues and staff to ensure
that this sort of thing does not happen moving forward. Let's treat each other with respect,
compassion, and empathy.

Draft UBCM Resolution Updates

Attending the Uptown Multicultural Festival.

This fall, the Union of British Columbia Municipalities (UBCM) will be meeting in Victoria. The
annual UBCM conference is a gathering of municipal council members from across the province.
The conference features educational presentations and panels, networking opportunities, a
tradeshow, meetings with provincial minister, and debate on draft resolutions. Any resolutions
adopted by UBCM go on to become part of the organizations advocacy efforts towards the
province.

I am pleased to have help draft a number of UBCM resolutions this year. Earlier this year,
Saanich Council supported calls for the province to enshrine the Coastal Marine Strategy into
law, and to take leadership on feral rabbits. The later of which was back in the news this week
(see this piece in CHEK News). This past month, Council adopted a number of additional
resolutions:

Accessible Buildings: Calling on the Province to incorporate the latest accessibility
standards established by the Canadian Standards Association into the Provincial Building

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMXNhRifcGikK9sJBqDZmlNpDE3dDjtPi4YW4oWG-u7JO9bXYJK3lpCzZvjT5w3z3n-6qk_o2D2LlS0MF8fX66OdCnUotapkTnzHmwpGhDBs6gpnXOPf5B3wtWGaXnAm6O6j59NomWS6KpmyE4P9XS4qSBeoEtI7ZJPhwSACoAgSeSSiR6WMEBA4FJ1Z4OBAl5CV6pmz4VuggrFqnchvqjZ0zVlbi45B_vtWL4z52fqo7uvfdYTpk7tqP-0pGcnoBTbijFWtpsgIzJvX9Km1_PBSGwts_8qPM2jFfLbhQI0Z7rch1uG2rH9MlsFjLdge7gvb6QQF546I4-kK3ri_x-24vmCG_NXCMgT55Nn7ArozY/4i5/FmiJ_1PoSVm8l30_h7FIZg/h9/h001.35ce09QFBM3XY2oz1NKK2a6EWLG2O0W7NoT9f4mCbrg
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMcC1msJuV-BHIK3rY4JeS9rkEdl1nnOcolUg84evupzsDxH51dvBr0Q4zNuVQnjUMIlPuSlpUdy1E-RDUl-8Q-me4wqos-Po2KA6-ymBISAEswqButUClOq1rQ756RPKuoOH1WFjHL0ci-5n9JZu_KmYlUW9Zi7hXF5mRCyRYM2dyAjyFJ1IEEP7Hv-n75fIUQnXiHoOwpT0bh4rMvm7Ei3jAvh_v5tHNjxnE1H8M8bWqz2UgKtUB8q5_HC-ZLS0I2_QaUOIb1tDecbc5DFukh6ohB8bcJaNLJYTME1LBy9et5fKlx6Z7OCeSz_F5kY6MBZIkpXTNfwSKCvvF---BfTBa7EZNwrhTBGb5bDzfvTg/4i5/FmiJ_1PoSVm8l30_h7FIZg/h10/h001.duDu1Ra501qlo4Lkhxx7QTeKELWWZ77FGAuNudwOr38
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMctRoxlFO9O82fTB5zU1O8EsiX3jUhEIBLFTziwGl-x5Z4-IhL3NJMj2VUmtpBAPWPW67Am9Mk_3j3VSOhv7UlCprAknyQljCItylwSuBViMjhfDUdSI9hOXxmGuN1R7o0anH--jtMFNfQvZ5PJ5L_AjKU0bZHqYJ30wiLFClSRlzTMaIviHqp1VMD-6sLEjHg8KoeT5cHLjDwt9DpyZ4u83iKQ_owpdVp9CKOSu5EIkwUGlrGipTA8nZ3mrfApj5m48IsPB9aHMWgOwHcUTaxDvoNXypPIy8BRfIlKsJV7L/4i5/FmiJ_1PoSVm8l30_h7FIZg/h11/h001.UwAgkmsso9lrgU19BQgE787-1ak8MDYx12-cvTGl62E
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMY30DTTdBIIFyfDuaCk9jsN89h1i6CFfKZGhVrhsGMtFi4tks9hOxLiJyIp-cHV2lHSZG5nqe4Fh7jIvGjYWXdP1I-2GMd8uDLh43D4D6CWqJDuqKjWFNUFO8e8202PPCNgKaHvtGr9oEc5ylnzqMNHoL9-pMVSK1L3swz4PZwVbCalzSUJLP_mBF8oRzXEmpba2Z5htF93mFzHHSfKPMRNn9rxvKHHw79GMa9WHKI2jYDhqbmCQMi24yMV70IN3qiSE1NcJwHaWkKfGdmBmfh8vsb696d9dUFb1G4h2C6ApkoS_DTDyiXRckvgpxJJXj_cEUZGPOlN9Ayn0FzGmKB9wQI4UTlpYLhCs4pAVt9tvU3rZQtU2wRO2An8FCMs8-w/4i5/FmiJ_1PoSVm8l30_h7FIZg/h12/h001.27VzmL2mG1i3T9V5B5hml5CdbkHJqF5hrwZwOPbfYgg
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMY30DTTdBIIFyfDuaCk9jsN89h1i6CFfKZGhVrhsGMtFi4tks9hOxLiJyIp-cHV2lHSZG5nqe4Fh7jIvGjYWXdP1I-2GMd8uDLh43D4D6CWqJDuqKjWFNUFO8e8202PPCNgKaHvtGr9oEc5ylnzqMNHoL9-pMVSK1L3swz4PZwVbCalzSUJLP_mBF8oRzXEmpba2Z5htF93mFzHHSfKPMRNn9rxvKHHw79GMa9WHKI2jYDhqbmCQMi24yMV70IN3qiSE1NcJwHaWkKfGdmBmfh8vsb696d9dUFb1G4h2C6ApkoS_DTDyiXRckvgpxJJXj_cEUZGPOlN9Ayn0FzGmKB9wQI4UTlpYLhCs4pAVt9tvU3rZQtU2wRO2An8FCMs8-w/4i5/FmiJ_1PoSVm8l30_h7FIZg/h12/h001.27VzmL2mG1i3T9V5B5hml5CdbkHJqF5hrwZwOPbfYgg
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SEgofQhSb9pGg8bz5XQG3eXxkr-QDjZokXjeVMXggVJsR--QOP3NBLydFlGOGa6GdxPjjzUJSllSE7QmH5noyFKQ7RmkXaBnLgH1H_j2S_UstwQQSIdm6vCy-o8PE8kSPsDp0nrSaSmPamHyYAFtcmgTaqtBG20zg7doaW0QEmV9gmZxIVP-WWPnLgp4tB1_aK-fgRz43xfOvH6TUBeYcDlfaNjfFQUZe-j3Yxrd9VkCeR85T5BNOyhML_VjEu1pzyJoepQ1zyMWRClnJpXRE0Nqld3HGJP88PCFHgbUe6CGl1sFqldj0nFfs6OifpmKnquk0JM8xafNYeTiygxfzg/4i5/FmiJ_1PoSVm8l30_h7FIZg/h13/h001.nSDoDfNUMO_UunJDqyOI3s74_eCV-0yP9IrbdS59hjc
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.EtNV8HBC60Tl7UuGmXS3sYLDsSKWg7DDx5aQmRMB4RcXI1Rc_2AS_ymxz7b7Ub6IULrjQnC_qSn5SYx6b2uFYU1A8IM5eyATjS9AhQXW_VXyZ8x3JFGG3IMZ0B7vHdOSfJJ7FKStwho_7OSCg8uEOzuGJ2zdBBeTJ16MP0lvTos_sl8xDiqLGgGckVSh5rp39O6dG0WjvKFWog20jkga8pLdoWMC1Kk4r-HUT3XljD8zhzkmrOt6FKX-fHPhri4qxs5X0v5Rs2pEDERsHVPRX_D6qk5IbVF94SP52qwBPe_MKRN_GKKq-fjNBiyF_87gBM1vxUMKUeljNv864mu0gMjDgAuESvEhtzIHURQWbHc/4i5/FmiJ_1PoSVm8l30_h7FIZg/h14/h001.9zQ5nfZoEJ44z2GBV8EKBZwzhnW4zQSViXnDE-34F0o


Code to ensure that all new construction in British Columbia meets accessibility
standards, and that the Province commits to achieving the Rick Hansen Foundation
Accessibility Certification gold certification on all its new buildings. You can read the full
resolution and backgrounder here, and learn more from this piece in the Journal of
Commerce.

I'm exploring a variety of ways of increasing accessibility in the District through the work of the
Accessibility, Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Advisory Committee.

Updating the name of the Motor Vehicle Act: Calling on the province to change the
name of the Motor Vehicle Act to the Road Safety Act. Learn more here.

Saving Money and Saving Lives - Provincial Default 30km/h for Local Streets with
no Centre Line:  Calling on the Province of British Columbia to amend the Motor Vehicle
Act to establish a default provincial speed limit of 30 km/h on local roads without a centre
line, while preserving municipal authority to increase speed limits on such roads on a
case-by-case basis. Learn more here, and from this Times Colonist news story.

Saving Money and Saving Lives - Empower Municipal Default Speed Limits: Calling
on the Province to amend the Motor Vehicle Act to allow municipalities to adopt a default
speed limit for unsigned roads. Learn more here.

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.iIBo0N5fSFzEFL40Tn-vtahUquBLV6Ntio0EIzTXc0nsCnzt6vg18ej0a9beoo3vdmD59fh5v_LicPWD9eywAsjDiTbMs9H912CWz-I1_vg6VRbsTqgBKE_zq4N46UBujjLy_-ez7uUv09VIhbNqM0V-6MssuVQGG5OW4AqTTxb6_WoAJqSoxUDSK-YDTcS5kcRhfIJpk3MMXSZY1j5qS0d5wWHLkLNjo8YAFqoHFZkWb-Lj2y0anY1mbI1Z7VGz2q-vz8oZj0gqKipF4W3sGZVqnk1YLBFdTI8TSGDlQo4u36MA34mg0TIOsOtrIr1Yi_xwscNVksmhmThB6lUdHx8rTbRtcIDGHcTHzTSUXcE/4i5/FmiJ_1PoSVm8l30_h7FIZg/h15/h001.ZuMcASdL2AXM1HfH2dxY4_Cs_50e0bAFZ7sz3FFvLgo
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I had the honour of serving as Acting Mayor for the month of June. This meant that among other
things, I had the privilege of chairing a couple of committee of the whole meetings.

Declaring Housing as a Human Right: For the past several months, I have been
working with friends from the BC Poverty Reduction Coalition to mobilize municipalities
across BC to adopt draft UBCM resolutions calling on the BC Government to enshrine
housing as a human right in legislation and forthcoming housing and homelessness
strategies. This past month, nine BC municipalities stepped up, including Vancouver,
North Vancouver, Burnaby, Port Moody, Langley City, Victoria, Saanich, Nanaimo and
Langford.

Recognizing housing as a human right fundamentally shifts government motivations by
adding critical urgency and responsibility to ensure access to affordable housing (meaning
housing costs are aligned with income) through policies that prevent homelessness,
address the escalating housing and homelessness crisis, eliminate discrimination, and
prioritize the needs of vulnerable and marginalized populations.

You can read more from news stories from CBC News, Tri City Dispatches, the Times
Colonist, CBC Radio, the Nanaimo News Bulletin, CBC News, and the Saanich News.
And you can watch my presentation to Council here.
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This month, I had the pleasure of attending two highly informative sessions run by the W̱ SÁNEĆ
Leadership Council.

Municipal Lobbyist Registration Administered by the Province: It is challenging and
expensive for individual municipalities to establish their own lobbyist registration systems.
This draft resolution proposes a system whereby municipalities could opt into a
provincially established and administered system, similar to the provincial mechanism
under the BC Lobbyists Transparency Act. You can watch my presentation to Council
here. As a minor clarification, as I received a couple of questions from folks about this, the
opt-in element of this proposal is for municipalities to opt into a registry, once this is done,
registration by lobbyists would be required.
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I had the honour of watching Summer McIntosh break a world record at the 2025 Bell Canadian
Swim Trials, which were held at Commonwealth Place this month. It was breathtaking!

Adopting European Elevator Standards to Improve Accessibility and Affordability:
Calling on the province to adopt European codes and standards for elevator construction
and maintenance, reducing building costs and encouraging more elevators to be installed
in new buildings. European elevator codes and standards permit elevators with smaller
cabin sizes, and the European standard for elevator parts have become the global
standard, creating a large market for affordable, standardized elevators and replacement
parts. A recent report from the Centre for Building has found that the US and Canada have
some of the most expensive elevator costs in the world, and that adopting European
elevator codes standards would reduce costs and improve accessibility, particularly in low-
and mid-rise buildings.

This draft resolution received considerable media attention. You can learn more from CBC
News, RedFM 89.1 FM, Saanich News, the Times Colonist, and the story even got written
up in Elevator World (also available in German, French, and Turkish). Et mes amis
francophones peuvent lire cet article à partir de Radio Canada. And you can watch my
presentation to Council here.
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Saanich Updates
There is always a lot going on at Saanich, so here are a few more updates, in no particular
order:

The Great Horned Owl Crowned the Official Bird of Saanich: Thank you to everyone
who voted to help us select the official bird of Saanich. The great horned owl won with
33.2% of the votes cast, followed by the Bewick’s wren (27.3%), the Northern flicker
(27.1%), and the Cooper’s hawk (12.4%). Check out this elegant beauty! And my favourite
fact about the great horned owl, and I'll tell anyone who will listen, is that it's little feathery
horns are called 'plumicorns!'

The Great Horned Owl was crowned the official bird of Saanich this month. One thing I love
about this bird is that it's little feathery horns are called 'plumicorns.' Photo by Timothy G.



Lumley/Earth Rangers.

PKOLS name restoration ceremony: On July 2nd, the W̱ SÁNEĆ Leadership Council
hosted, in partnership with the District of Saanich, a ceremony to celebrate the restoration
of the name PKOLS and the sign rededication. The name means "white rock" in
SENĆOŦEN, and I had the honour of attending.

In 2013, W̱ SÁNEĆ people marched up PKOLS and dedicated a sign placed at the
summit, created by the late Charles Elliott, to honour the traditional name on the
mountain. Chas Elliott, Charles Elliott’s son, restored and rededicated the sign placed at
the summit. PKOLS, steeped in millennia of W̱ SÁNEĆ history, culture, and tradition,
serves as a sacred gathering place, where stories are woven into the fabric of the
landscape, and ancestral connections are preserved.

PKOLS also holds profound historical significance as the site of the treaty meeting on
February 11th, 1852, between W̱ SÁNEĆ leaders and Governor James Douglas, which
resulted in the Douglas Treaty. See more pictures from the event here. You can also learn
more from the Saanich News article and Saanich press release.

Hereditary Chief and WLC Community Engagement Coordinator Eric Pelkey addressing folks at
the name restoring ceremony for PKOLS.

Amalgamation Update: The report from the Citizen's Assembly tasked with exploring the
costs, benefits and disadvantages of the amalgamation between the District of Saanich
and the City of Victoria is now public. We will be receiving this report at our next council
meeting. You can learn more about the process here, and find the full report and other
documents here.

Get Splashing! Just in time for this weekends hot weather, I am very pleased to say that
the Rutledge Park Splash Pad is back up and splashing again! Thank you for everyone's
patience as our staff worked hard to address the issue. Learn more here.
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I have the responsibility of representing Saanich on a number of local boards, and I am
honoured to represent the District on the board of the Royal MacPherson Theatre Society,
pictured here from our recent AGM.

Tenant Assistance Policy: In order to strengthen tenant protections, Council decided to
transform our Tenant Assistance Policy into a bylaw. The policy, and soon the bylaw,
"requires developers to provide assistance to tenants who will be displaced by
redevelopment and can include financial compensation, assistance finding alternative
rental housing, covering moving costs and offering the right of first refusal in the new
development at 20% below market rent" (from this longer article in the Times Colonist). I
am looking forward to seeing the new bylaw and hope that these measures will help
protect tenants when multi-family buildings are re-developed.

Ongoing Engagement
There are a number of active public engagement opportunities in the District of Saanich. Please
check out these opportunities to let us know your thoughts:

Tillicum Burnside Plan Survey - open until July 14.
Panama Flats Concept Plan Questionnaire - open until July 16.
Climate Plan Update Survey - open through Summer 2025.

Thank you to everyone who shared their thoughts about the District's draft Traffic Calming Policy,
you can find a summary from this engagement here.  
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I have the responsibility of representing Saanich on a number of local boards, and I am
honoured to represent the District on the board of the Greater Victoria Public Library, pictured
here from our recent board retreat.

More Family Doctors in Saanich

Thank you to those who reached out to get involved in this initiative. I am still in the process of
gathering names and engaging in background research. I did have a very productive
conversation with Victoria-Swan Lake MLA Nina Krieger about this issue recently. I am hopping
to get folks together this summer to plan next steps. If you are interested in getting involved,
please get in touch. No advocacy experience is needed!

We are looking from folks from all walks of life to help us fight for more doctors in the District.
Please email me to get involved (hello@teale.ca).

Reproductive Justice Advocacy

http://hello@teale.ca/?link_id=54&can_id=0a3703c0d70ae498bcd50d53c3acafb9&source=email-spring-update-from-teale-2&email_referrer=email_2803088&email_subject=spring-update-from-teale&&
mailto:hello@teale.ca


AccessBC is gearing up to launch a new advocacy campaign this fall. The campaign will focus
on urging the provincial government to improve pain management for IUD insertions. To learn
more, tune into our very own Sara Sunderji's June 3rd presentation to the Select Standing
Committee on Finance and Government Services as part of the 2026 provincial budget
consultation. You can hear her full presentation here.

We plan on launching this campaign on World Contraception Day 2025, and could use your help
getting the word out. If you are not already signed up for the AccessBC Campaign Action List,
please do, and any donations to support the campaign's work will go a very long way to helping
us reach more people with our campaign.

I also spoke to the Times Colonist about the importance of sustained provincial funding for sex
education programs, and advocates in Nova Scotia are pushing hard for free prescription
contraception, learn more from these articles in the Saltwire, Global News, Y95.5 CJLS, the
Chronicle Herald, and CBC News.

Little Free Libraries

Celebrating over 927 little free libraries in the region!
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Our region's network of little free libraries (LFLs) continues to grow. Last month we cut
the ribbon on the 900th LFL in the region, and since this time, we have identified even
more LFLs! There are now more than 929 LFLs across the CRD.

Given this pace of growth, and just how awesome LFLS are, the Greater Victoria Placemaking
Network is planning a massive 1,000th LFL celebration! So mark your calendars, Saturday,
September 20th, when we will be throwing a LFL gathering. Stay tuned for more details.

I also need your help! I will be working hard this summer to keep the GVPN's regional LFL map
up to date, and I need your help to do it. You can find the map here, and you will notice a number
of different coloured entries on the map. Purple entries are confirmed LFLs but we are missing a
photo, and yellow entries indicate that we have heard there is an LFL somewhere in that area,
but need to confirm the location and get a picture. So any help confirming locations and
snapping pictures of local LFLs would be much appreciated.

I also need your help finding LFLs that are not on the map. So if you happen to pass by a LFLs
that's not recorded on the map, please let me know the location and send over a picture!

BC Humanist Research

My work with the BC Humanist Research (BCHA) Team continues. I am currently putting the
finishing touches on a report exploring unconstitutional prayer in municipal council meetings in
PEI, which is part of the BCHA's Saguenay Project. I will be working on reports on other Eastern
provinces over the summer and hope to have a review of every province completed by the end
of the year.

The team is also in the process of exploring a wide range of issues, which include tax policy, the
history of prayer in the BC legislature, sumptuarial regulations in Canadian legislative
assemblies, crisis pregnancy centres, school district policies in BC, and more! Our team is made
up of wonderful volunteers who are looking to make a difference and support the separation of
religion and government in Canada. If you have any capacity over the summer and were
interested in helping out, please get in touch (hello@teale.ca)!

I also spoke with the Saanich News about some archaic language in Saanich's parks bylaw that
prohibits 'blasphemy' in our parks. I'll make sure these get fixed next time we crack open the
parks bylaws.
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Marine Conservation

It seems like my recent publication in Conservation Biology exploring crime in seahorse fisheries
has been making quite a splash. The paper, entitled "Using online reports of seahorse seizures
to track their illegal trade," examined online seizure records from 2010 to 2021 and found
smuggling incidents in 62 countries. We found that close to five million smuggled seahorses
worth an estimated CAD$29 million were seized by authorities over a 10-year span, and this
number if almost certainly much larger.

This collaboration between Project Seahorse and OceansAsia made global headlines this
month! You can find English language articles on the paper in The Cool Down, Innovando News,
Smithsonian Magazine, Asian Pacific Post, and Inkl. And news articles in Slovenian, Portuguese,
Italian, Albanian, German, Korean, Chinese, Turkish, Dutch, Hebrew, and Spanish.

The OceansAsia research team is currently expanding our work on crime in global sea cucumber
fisheries, and I'm looking forward to sharing future publications with you. You can read the entire
seahorse paper here.

I hope to see you at a community event this summer!

Dr. Teale Phelps Bondaroff

P.S. - If you have Saanich friends and neighbours who might like to receive these newsletter, do
please share this link with them.
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