M Gmall Teale Phelps Bondaroff <tealepb@gmail.com>

Our local Saanich election is underway!

1 message
Teale Phelps Bondaroff via ActionNetwork.org 23 September 2026 at
<hello@teale.ca> 17:20

Reply-To: hello@teale.ca
To: hello@teale.ca

Friends,

Over the weekend, our team of volunteers spread out through the streets of Saanich and
distributed Teale signs throughout the District. Thank you so much to each and every person
who made deliveries, hammered in stakes, and got our signs where they needed to go.

If you requested a sign recently, we might still be getting to yours! Please bear with us as we
work through our list of new requests.

There’s still time to request a sign, and if you don't have a spot for a lawn sign, we can mail you
a window sign instead or you can pick one up at an upcoming All Candidates Meetings (more
info below).

And if you're not so much a sign person, but still want to show your support, how about a
donation to help make sure we can get one to everyone who requests one? ©


https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoW7SHu0R1OFG-65rnSpz9ri645JrzLk4AQzmDyz3sdMW9vH9nkH02ROTcGwp3EX8Elcc1xjO6qKCpl6qAGuwpQhctKhNa594Qjnvy3USzP4RR_6QQUJU2xL9Ng_x1J56WmPNKBBAr86Js0TfuxMq8BxHVIAGJHdQIy7CnQZxY7S5-dZJqFrUv7aa33Vy7vonm_hLXp5IvutZWM3FDGdBtN3He42ckDuaFeV5ZsBx31XMOSbq5u41OmLHWSHhgLp5GJnNlmfoqw9fn7jc8b-SSzgDbk-9qyZld1qLM6XI0swf/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h0/h001.uHM7Gj7fKGiSHQEUTfy-TPEgq1tu2yR13N1ZAlh4sis
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.v92pwawuJ-Tgw-w_8VW1EnpyPHOVeWw3fh_rzqyryPk7SbxnNGfd4i3cG6hrTsKMETIPMEhwHkzMLU2fSKBwrpfeJqBEComYpzWEt7jf8Uzsx3no2qTwnzlHRXZInGOmIYRvy1CPkYiRGDP3gagi9vXbtmxe3YmRAsvEjVYjD5_dSMmIbGwUX1FEhWDwHjJMFCKKOiRZQHNn_CPF2GM2weRnDODqUwFr7Tr1ZTxWwwy8Cd66g1kPdAt3YbCP2SZBUMbe6mnSZLvECgV3Fa6EYQ/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h1/h001.e7Ppe7sZRbfTiIrzW5cjFwbaKncmt5pn9jpbj-wqzpc
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.v92pwawuJ-Tgw-w_8VW1EnpyPHOVeWw3fh_rzqyryPk7SbxnNGfd4i3cG6hrTsKMETIPMEhwHkzMLU2fSKBwrpfeJqBEComYpzWEt7jf8Uzsx3no2qTwnzlHRXZInGOmIYRvy1CPkYiRGDP3gagi9vXbtmxe3YmRAsvEjVYjD5_dSMmIbGwUX1FEhWDwHjJMFCKKOiRZQHNn_CPF2GM2weRnDODqUwFr7Tr1ZTxWwwy8Cd66g1kPdAt3YbCP2SZBUMbe6mnSZLvECgV3Fa6EYQ/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h1/h001.e7Ppe7sZRbfTiIrzW5cjFwbaKncmt5pn9jpbj-wqzpc

Liveable CRD Survey

Liveable CRD survey grades are now out! | am pleased to have received top marks on topics
such as housing, transit and climate. You can read my responses in full here.

| also want to recognize the tremendous amount of work by volunteers put into creating and
grading this survey. Their efforts will help people across the region make a choice about their
vote, and | appreciate their efforts.

As candidates, we receive and complete a lot of surveys. | will be posting the results of all of the
surveys | complete on my website shortly.
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Capital Region Candidate Scorecard

See where candidates stand before you vote
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View the scorecard at livablecrd.ca -

Local Election FAQs
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There are a number of questions I’'m hearing often on the doorstep and online, and | hope the
following will help connect you to some relevant local elections information for Saanich. If you
have further questions, please don'’t hesitate to reach out and my campaign team will help
connect you with the information you need.

When are All Candidates Meetings?

We have five All Candidates Meetings scheduled thus far, with the first one taking place on
Tuesday, September 29. You can see the official schedule on the District of Saanich website.

How do | vote by mail?

To vote by mail in Saanich, you must request a mail-in ballot by 4pm on Thursday, October 15,
2026. If you request a mail-in ballot please note you will not be able to vote in person. To be
counted, your ballot must be received by 8:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 17, 2026. Learn more
and apply for a mail-in ballot on the District of Saanich website.

When and where can | vote?

Advance polls for Saanich’s local elections will be open on October 7, 13 and 14 at select
locations. General voting day is October 17, and there will be many locations open for voting.
You can find all the details that will help you make your plan to vote on the District of Saanich
website.
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Saanich Updates

The current council will have one final post-election meeting in October before the new council
takes over, but this past Monday was our last meeting where we could expect a substantial
agenda, and there were a couple of highlights:

» New housing on Cloverdale and Alder: Council adopted, and | was pleased to support,
a new development at corner of Cloverdale Avenue and Alder Street. This project will
include 249 rental units, ground-floor commercial space, and childcare space. | live
around the corner and am looking forward to welcoming new neighbours to the
community. Learn more about the project from this article in the Times Colonist.

» Missed housing opportunity near UVic: In my previous newsletter | reported on my
efforts to support a 349 unit purpose built rental project near UVic (part of a seven lot
assembly along Edgelow St. and Finnerty Rd.). If you are interested in learning more
about this project and how members of Saanich Council voted, check out this article from
The Martlet. While | support the will of council, this was a huge missed opportunity not just
to deliver much needed rental housing near UVic, but also to help alleviate traffic on
McKenzie, along with other co-benefits.
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Standing in solidarity with transit drivers and workers from Unifor 333 as they fight for a fair deal!
Here's a snippet of my speech.

» Shelbourne Street Improvements Project Ribbon Cutting: | was excited to join

members of the community, Saanich staff and Council members, and local advocates to
cut the ribbon on the Shelbourne Street Improvements Project. This project delivered
short-term improvements identified through the Shelbourne Valley Action Plan, which
reflects extensive community consultation and supports the Districts Official Community
Plan objectives. The project has delivered meaningful infrastructure improvements that
benefit residents, businesses, and visitors for years to come.

The Shelbourne Street Improvements Project was delivered through a combination of
District capital funding and external funding contributions, including support from the
Province of British Columbia’s Active Transportation program, the federal Active
Transportation Fund, ICBC, and the community stream of the Build Communities Strong
Fund administered through UBCM. The total investment across all three phases of the
project was approximately $72.3 million and included significant infrastructure upgrades,
including approximately 4.3 kilometres of water infrastructure, 3.8 kilometres of sanitary
sewer, 3.1 kilometres of storm sewer, 4 kilometres of sidewalk, and 6.7 kilometres of
cycling infrastructure.

Learn more from these pieces in the Saanich News, Victoria Buzz, CHEK News, and this
Saanich Press Release.
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Managed to get a hold of the giant leftie scissors at the Shelbourne Improvements Project
Ribbon Cutting.

Rapid fire Saanich news:

» Saanich residents asked to limit water usage during CRD watermain repairs: All
Saanich residents are asked to voluntarily limit non-essential water use, including outdoor
watering, washing vehicles and other high-water-use activities, until repair work is
completed on a CRD water supply main near Thetis Lake. Learn more here.

» Saanich is on Instagram: Followers of @Saanich.BC will receive updates on Council
news, department initiatives, traffic advisories, Greener Garbage service updates, public
events, and reminders to participate in community conversations through HelloSaanich.
Learn more here.

» District of Saanich presented with Climate & Energy Action Awards: The District of
Saanich received two awards at the Climate & Energy Action Awards this past week at the
annual Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM) convention in Vancouver.

The Community Energy Association awarded the District of Saanich an Action Award for
infrastructure improvements made as part of the Tillicum Green Infrastructure Project.
Saanich’s Manager of Sustainability Rebecca Newlove was also awarded a Champion
Award for the dedication and commitment to climate action displayed over her ten years
with the District. Learn more here.
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https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMcC1msJuV-BHIK3rY4JeS9rkEdl1nnOcolUg84evupzsDxH51dvBr0Q4zNuVQnjUMO2NDg_wJfq1mYhr3k7zC4AY2v5bktyf8edx2QaHqYLFD7G_p2SxlTypHpsVLAsHb8fjtLxgXSvnzR25MsrZvthJLhqB8F6zo8zuC0ADlcd1S_Q8J5f-pbq98XTxMvYtfn1ccOkzgAVrJIjAwsvtuZMUtrVGxbeEGULaE8pLnhTbiNhLUoKLXuD5eGMTPxnOYHVk9y1vEBTyBcebtpphGNqRY95Ti8ebwkhxJIxr7n4GV5Bt3bjgWPskvQzhTc9fvmxMRHzsTM2s3Z_NmIXQjKS_CX7MdaMqzAg8oUrSpbZ-22c4Cvk6Te031_9S_D0tyR_lKpieFhnBRlv5FuyhBQ4/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h17/h001.ughQ9AtCnnY6HpLiuwHbtLmPHf_cAocDk6T8G12pAQQ
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Saanich’s Climate & Energy Action Award was presented by Community Energy Association
CEO Megan Lohmann (far right), accompanied by Adrian Dix (far left), BC Minister of Energy
and Climate Solutions. Saanich Mayor Dean Murdock (middle left) is holding the award
alongside the District's Manager of Sustainability Rebecca Newlove.

UBCM 2026

The Union of British Columbia Municipalities (UBCM) met in Vancouver last week (September
14-18). While | was unable to attend due to the ongoing municipal election, there were a number
of resolutions | helped draft and advance on the agenda. Chief among these was a resolution
calling for the province to reinstate the Community Housing Fund (CHF).

| am pleased to say that UBCM strongly endorsed Special Resolution SR1, “Reinstatement of
Community Housing Fund,” was sponsored by the UBCM Executive. This resolution
consolidated calls from Vancouver, Saanich, Radium Hot Springs, Victoria, and the Association
of Kootenay and Boundary Local Governments (AKBLG) Executive. These submissions were
referred to SR1 rather than debated separately.

The resolution calls for reinstatement of the Community Housing Fund, funding to support
cancelled or stalled projects, and predictable, ongoing capital investment in non-market and
affordable housing. It also calls on the Province to align housing target orders with available
provincial funding and refrain from penalizing municipalities for unmet targets arising from the
suspension or withdrawal of provincial funding, or other factors beyond municipal control.

The Community Housing Fund was created by the Province in 2018 and is administered through
BC Housing as part of the Building BC suite of programs. The fund supports rental homes for
low- and moderate-income households, including seniors, families, people with disabilities, and



others who cannot afford secure housing in the private market. BC Housing describes the fund
as a $3.3-billion program intended to help build more than 20,000 affordable rental homes
across British Columbia.

In May 2025, the Province opened the latest Community Housing Fund intake, offering more
than $775 million to support more than 4,600 rental homes. That intake included mixed-income
housing, with 70 per cent of homes intended for residents paying rent geared to income,
including 20 per cent for very low-income households, and 30 per cent available at or below
market rent for moderate-income households.

Following Budget 2026, however, UBCM confirmed that the Province had cancelled the current
funding intake and indefinitely postponed future intakes, leaving affordable housing projects
without anticipated provincial support.

In Saanich, the Garth Homer Society’s Centre for Belonging illustrates what is at stake. Part of
the Nigel Valley redevelopment, the project is planned to include 90 homes: 30 for people with
developmental disabilities, 30 low-income homes, and 30 market homes, alongside accessible
program and community spaces. The Society had anticipated a $16-million provincial grant and
$44 million in financing for the housing component, support placed in jeopardy by the funding
pause.

Learn more from these articles in the Saanich News, BIV News, and the Squamish Chief.

An illuminating experience at the Autumn Lantern Festival at Lambrick Park.

There were a number of other resolutions | helped advance to UBCM that | wanted to report
back on. You can find all of the resolutions in the UBCM agenda package here:

» Assorted Resolutions on Primary Care: While they were relegated to the appendix of
UBCM's agenda, 13 health-care-related resolutions were submitted to UBCM this year.
Although these resolutions were not admitted for debate, their number and breadth
highlighted concerns that warrant continued provincial attention regardless of where they
appeared in the convention agenda. The resolutions addressed physician recruitment and
retention, rural health services, mental health care, nursing and long-term care staffing.


https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMQoYCpR6qok_rLKzXmGLeJip19c3RAwL8FyiCd4nv7CerwVsLi9gMlWtr62AYy1H1S_S7oJ-yx_HGXMfsDK-jB3rugBrzEpSb_KD8h5hgh8MY8MNTO4tiUbROsp-Ipgf73IkTPme46TBf3q9l5dvl_17-EIXUVwZbfV20FJpmWSV9DMWytfWaBAv8pYA1RLgHqU5Vsi9-8MZimf-y6SQd6y0qZ1B_6Uq-IbWKLqN94JsO_nkV0gS9hV2Nj7V5zjAz7VihJ0L363FKthjvm0rMkqGn5Z_SD2fUtKHZVcEPkNq/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h18/h001.4oapcHW_wy_B7CNNyA7ZI6oagthM_JA02V1xdgE52VY
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMQoYCpR6qok_rLKzXmGLeJhe581LRiUi6FmgZDLeVN85HiEtlsH_n1sqkH8wAsy6HkWOlolCaXq0gE0D7gemgoeloffpCdgeeuIpke8HoBnhKdRw6ESqrqBppoqKN2M4VGvmt7o3tiXqM7AhwToqJ5wWhgwZ18jtRzglp_zd1PvhylS3EnvSLsM05YSmz0v0oCnDeKRZZM6HUqaCp8zqynpVmXR7KJbanME-wJ75w02O4AG1SZ2hm1YWI3bUclHiSj036AMHbVOQ1ysdg7oZUtinOPRJI1pxZxyHAgzCJvMgLbHKmEJa6ssH6OMDQC9e42woAr7xsBDlsh6z8YPACwo/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h19/h001.YIyMLGQH_Zn7jVqzWOE7v24tBYGD0RRf5WlUxqFyMIQ
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.iIBo0N5fSFzEFL40Tn-vtcaHOPdTcpOi33QdL_srCO19CTaG4G5SbcfH-RrExn-m5Bk5ek3IoP7VeRST10_r2bvJmyk6HG72vT4P0rJn-HgOqNQaN6yBAKPlusq94dtYt8EfKDUJA0gG08yqjiD8r5hM-HcmsIYm_vj8xoUG_okpzbvGhLMzxS4xvKZmts2ya8NdTwv_Kv8157T3VU4QiRFNhScJ4WdecHn1v4L4LFBQo41EXgNxf-ZjA61wR3BS_zHHwBPjBotmPir0OiFLByX7blwQnHN73DBgs7gG_R8wXxG1m1hD1ShnN8aJn4X4YETxRqtgL6Nav0FLUH24FP7YutwvjvxKRpr-BOhdF-dfGbkjOdAecqXTTcKGgWXs/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h20/h001.LpaQ2_blpWX0VbI7sZwiHf-ktGpHKQsrU4f6au-W0xI
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMYC3_4vnk2fivmS5j2P1I2-GTS4dpsJAb011Zd0354tGHd3vEhgXGrEjbEGrxrABLZr6EiDM0RyEmlXIWKpCSlYNck2GlEiZ1xDM4fY1xMoDFQQgKtVS-Yh8fi5SNMegLv_lg6BVPZk9T51kB8Bw7ZjtKgG5V7hxnoRmp02x4i84ObkivrZblTjbb6ZG17jaR1GMtNJ8PDS8g8sxoLIbySMsHwQ48JqLv9Yc0SzOr8OvAoNf3THoNynpHkaMTYRD2VC3a_93j584GwNcT5-8GqSo-8EftatcsvXTxDyFI_YgRDXgZWtBw2YihY_0b-bM2OhFfHCU_yEpUL-LM_ad7zz63yMuaDBjXLeQ21RezflsK6ZrUXTbdq59kg0ajvK5hg/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h21/h001.rTnsAYgyAzM2A-euFB4RWMX138ZZyZ5UfeJnUeI3Ru4
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMWwIBRt9aJ9u-ZqUy7Od5YDKmM8J7C5erlUZevi8Vu6X2HtcxgU0ZX8vod3iX1UpBF9I4r9DwmFyFvepKqSchmEFVrGfefoLRD2z8RHUOLKrtwNC4NZNvzSHzVTwMSa8KmyINM3PzvutPK46Rf2RBynPe57kQrKe37713NUMrfuYa5IBr71ymiWHLDqH19FWgC7fXPfBeGS9jEiivmybF8YXm13YhvHjfSIElxov--eQ9xpyysOT_RReaywRNvm0zSxTJ2S6SXVn5XvJ2LHcwRQcgZHGuAI4XSsQn88EqZIGth-sWuFuQ0bXb3LS2_gjqH2jyLznoj-QqKVBWiT2G3KQY59cqcPkBAe67f7dATWff6JRJd36JOXwWJd4cQArMQ/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h22/h001.pwLEqtONDZ5vgq5uvVVKwwpOPmRAlPwWnNi27XKDxE8
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMRgpO1-ptF3r_LMepc4fN7afDR8lllckY2Cln5kkD_Z_TO-qoHjS7-3-wvcKXlesgbFKVdXq_TRlPav8sGQvlmcUnaMNhTymloC-QaJ0kn3N_z9uAIG0HoAXHmMFfhthhmFrjzald26wv2RwGN2yVkyBrl1Fjb8aQELo_cg32kkKM1VttlIAYlCEwPpwe5UJHEVf_NQt5Ew7QOLRE8T-0hd2WKpKBFW5jbKnT23lOY4j_eQrzTLUn-0qeDBCcgjk_r0pc6Nh9wGcvCGKbM8rwg_4wOcRbREA_vYIMuj1IxZsOO8ROipnHJQvib7fb6r1Et-DtKMimP5uT5xCvB25peU/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h23/h001.u4jKA5SHDgv5RmneC-Ao6jnjy-1P2oR3NcRFJ0RSO-Q

Among them were parallel resolutions from Radium Hot Springs, Saanich and Central
Saanich calling for the removal of barriers to team-based primary care, adding to broader
calls for the Province to work with local governments and community health organizations
to connect more people with reliable, ongoing care. This included APX12 — Enabling team-
based care in British Columbia, which | drafted and submitted through Saanich.

» Local Government Climate Change Action Program (RR10): This resolution calls on
the Province of British Columbia to renew and maintain the Local Government Climate
Action Program as a long-term, predictable, and non-competitive funding program at no
less than current funding levels. It was similar to resolution EB12, which was endorsed by
delegates.

» Wheelchairs and Mobility Scooters in Bike-and-Roll Mobility Lanes and Routes
(RR22): | attempted to advance this resolution through Saanich Council but was
unsucessful, however, a similar version was submitted by Victoria (RR22) and Langley
City (EB26), with the latter being endorsed by delegates. The resolution calls on the
province to update the Motor Vehicle Act and regulations to allow the use of wheelchairs
and 3 and 4 wheel mobility scooters on bike lanes and traffic calmed bike routes across
BC.

» Student Food Security Grant (APX53): When | attempted to advance this resolution
through Saanich Council it was procedurally blocked, however, it was successfully
advanced by Oak Bay Council, though it was relegated to the appendices of the agenda
and not debated. This resolution calls on the province to provide funding support to BC
post-secondary student unions, by establishing a food security grant, equivalent to $1.50
per student, to address student food insecurity as evidenced by the increased use of post
secondary campus food banks.

» Student Ferry Fares (APX67): Another resolution | attempted to advance through
Saanich Council, but which was procedurally blocked. Fortunately, it was also advanced
by Oak Bay Council, but was also relegated to the appendices. This resolution calls on the
province to implement a $10/day flat rate ferry fare pilot program, during non-peak hours,
for postsecondary students.

Primary Care in Saanich @
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In addition to knocking on doors for my re-election campaign, I'm also been helping with the
Family Doctors for Saanich Health Connect Registry registration drive. Our Health Connect
Registry registration drive is about encouraging people who do not have a family doctor or nurse
practitioner to sign up for the provincial waiting list.

Now I've been on the HCR for over five years, so | can't guarantee signing up will help get you
connected to primary care right away, but the province is connecting people from the list daily
and uses the list to inform funding decisions. If you or someone you know does not have a family
doctor or nurse practitioner and is not already on the list, please encourage them to sign up.
They can use the link above or call 811 with their MSP card.

Family Doctors for Saanich will continue to attend community events into the fall and winter and
are looking for people to help with our fall welcome wagon. If you have some time post-election
to volunteer, please sign up to get involved!

Little Free Libraries


https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwof_yzY23HujVEBNwq_QegVWcyF7IMIGzPMGbYBpJX3FkX2bETGdwbXQEZCLKeQkJk8Wda8xdrCrkEbPD2fn95jow3bT9soLJUEGDL9T6ZbnzfVWL3aYQrdudVdkzGvPee1cW2KXFN6rWzeLKCHzgdGTDR8BgZKEVIlhPF-VuflIy7HYKVuAkcI_0d-yTTJUCmJPwoaILzjZd-o56QDwro833lR3Xfbl1eQEhyX9ao-sGXM88KNicRezLlOeadRagL582RaB8TX5foIMU9lXfsH5fi5GIYIjvGzKKWYQC5qQAIc6A2Q1WeOUZhyM6YXO--YZ6t23HS-oHnilFyJet9RRkQ7ukqHY-_-cvfVOakPwA/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h24/h001.tdlviP6Ey4HL64ZXkgYwtL8EAipazCxBbigW4m2VPSM
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMWVCXtGofgAwhglJzwWKOMIhOuJrW6n0Jzo9to8BTO0Av_MqejCqcbNJKZOTyKIQtSSepE2bLBVivqwST5QyOpba5JuWRhQQZx21jaKD68OMQjRncy6o4We1MG4n8M-dCwCAW-2H_uyf6BQGXL3s8naowUj0Xe9hLCTpCnocNKaQBXErX7OuxreSrnkqwFKeqXpVBonl2hUCgvB8QZ0w4gr27biZDqhaBCdg0WFsEIIimsT0JMsteeuT4Ylnn1xCc7sCRorPzcghlcqpFdOi_Rs60B74px2w8YMEoLbeB4yL/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h25/h001.8j98ybFUHayHkV2aOjzVCnCYc7w7mBhtJQ6OSmeeOEA
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMWVCXtGofgAwhglJzwWKOMIhOuJrW6n0Jzo9to8BTO0Av_MqejCqcbNJKZOTyKIQtSSepE2bLBVivqwST5QyOpba5JuWRhQQZx21jaKD68OMQjRncy6o4We1MG4n8M-dCwCAW-2H_uyf6BQGXL3s8naowUj0Xe9hLCTpCnocNKaQBXErX7OuxreSrnkqwFKeqXpVBonl2hUCgvB8QZ0w4gr27biZDqhaBCdg0WFsEIIimsT0JMsteeuT4Ylnn1xCc7sCRorPzcghlcqpFdOi_Rs60B74px2w8YMEoLbeB4yL/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h25/h001.8j98ybFUHayHkV2aOjzVCnCYc7w7mBhtJQ6OSmeeOEA
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMa4fNUBpeSpAszkGlrWvuvAN8ihj4Hbk9jIJSALsc9Epc8bgq-8y74fF0GZlbJwiBpMGjTBLDi3LcH5WrJyIR-YlGHB4b_9I3PcuSPJxkdVOGjLTQDsa3MIJMuLoLATyiIXUGXuJjIdGfOZMg4TxK2yJv5tyVETO-djxc3bpd6tKKzL0iVKpDSoaDzLg69v4eKBhZv6qX__csCOXC1bvhkWwaFUyH4RHrelj6k6M691JeU5o6lkX5LTBJUrFSq27MH5C_S2X8n73N4KHxWNV7b4/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h26/h001.Ua8UWbBWtP23DhWVLBBJrgwj6v2ta1TTWJlW7No_uSc
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The winners of the Second Annual Greater Victoria Little Free Library Awards were announced
at a community picnic this Sunday, September 13th, held in Oswald Park!

This year, 59 little free libraries (LFLs) were nominated by community members across ten
categories. Members of the community were then invited to vote on their favourites, and a total
of 1,964 votes were cast. Eleven awards were presented by Teale Phelps Bondaroff, Saanich
Councillor and lead of the Pocket Places Project, at a community picnic that also featured a book
exchange, crafts, live music, and other activities.

You can watch the full awards ceremony on YouTube, Instagram, or TikTok, and for those looking
for a shorter summary, check out these videos on TikTok or Instagram.


https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.fYwBmNOg9T7TSqRCKjNSzV7pUwvNpSY7oLAzVgZEN83fV4mNEhSG3TJ1SoVY26dOkbiMbWjg9A_HTGXsdk_pQeOzeSbfODQhvLcaG_PfOBIkw9Jx_oM0t3_f5HxPaBD1UJSi67wgiqsTlStAd0UyDFDUeeBPCdS3gAs_URiKRboPItXlchqqKVRjMHUy1BM7CRL-6s2h9KN19gwY81GE0xnwTnAfH4Sf23NLUG2sI55SkOd5Wyrf7t52gqAOXIx03dSJ9dZzBKSlT_AOq8D78lu8UU44I6tIAK_nL7j9uQ9LdW8yv0hNrXDcb9eHQxs8dRhZsk54uVp_Z-hdvZHJ0tG8gsbA-PFwg2I3k_3UUHI87Ta71F51P5QyxD22ej10/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h27/h001.pha1ZozWEUx3cx6x4Yer7fA2OleyvEbBCQj5n4cP5y8
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.Khhv6i-A6kGAx4x-ts_8muGyVcux06Z7e4KLRyHVIBbsBeWONpWcpnkstDBl-LK2mPnKQsX_lfqyPhwHvnYdgW3Y0vFRK5jBctNC-Oan-Dihrw8y-OTttiOwctTY6Zb8BK9iOG1_7XrOZSyN14za_uEk_yAFTNd_yje4cDxprLGbj7TGw0u052R8zWB0auLE6dCldcXC6m8oTecJm5CoRc1c6YvyK72XLOdeugTC36jA84VRpoPNVtwzQCv-DpBvozhaPqERl786995xTUdevPASR0p5oq5FotgoEUqU9aY/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h28/h001.IlSQplbn-BCi4wKRaRj6cuSQy7jnL5L-Cfr1n-nIqA8
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMWn3R7U15hZOprFI75oZg461jmw9Okbvr8D-552cUFyyffhiZqESTyOSF0IpQ_G7w_pTTSD3R0Eas8gXxlISYezjTSJYjF305H3vRWpdeQ_Y8cQOqtLz6aZ9CR-0p_0Wxb1SGH9GB5oaOLpPqZBwqPmUMajvyGNQYmaNjAUR93RHpHtzTH4rxw6S0nrfGrTralMXdJnLZEDrXsygTA7hSaWSDPzZn6A1X_Goj34isYpb4EVULowYvlVUksMIoEt_Oo2CUyoBGJicF5H47nHrN8c/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h29/h001.BhbKx0u5vEhuUCsmnU3M_7NVLIfzLs0xqZNT8B3XrXs
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMetgiFORS0h8oLODcKGVIS8ChSZ_SGWMUX97DDhFJ57rK4rdAVm9HapCDrAMfVitceGNn9LRPwqwsJ-tk8Uo0s2okd6vYakbGwUOxnM3L5lPKDxeZ_SsP3Rb1Saa4E-R7KuXJRCT8q1qPUCBpwvEPbRuFY_LXkJ17hiEBcIAuGwbDbdBkrJ8Mk_Gmw94rW2KD6g4M_IuW3BviBz9_h4X8URJ46leLxSUsywLaozztUhfdzvPSZyTEaA8GaO3o3ns0K8Hx0D68Z_GOAThSBBW0GTTXK7ZFzHSRoXXrs1sRtcG/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h30/h001.4CMHxppeENa4kwEt6rLZB4MBr9g2sWVgI66DBEN9_68
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMetgiFORS0h8oLODcKGVIS8ChSZ_SGWMUX97DDhFJ57r7_kMACCbeuZymdIPLJO9cm-4Q1MImyb5KgqIwR5eK17W_gXFMGa9om30U87mNAQ4QzWFqZ2wYDuigRirmbbx9JE41WYXm-HPUZzq9WpdvLjWw6GwuuSQqQ3AjUAwpmeMyOtLv_bdSdTu4uLnOiZp4nnm5_njjCHcKqIw9qbby0CgnHRsxXMXMnYytBYaxRvHEfiRHDx2HBGzWJb2ukHlqHk3J-Z4CkIeRLPZooxoGDic_TRioBZftTTdViSmQvLn/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h31/h001.rpbMvAc0DIDPweSGykrZeIuxuFon25ulHsEAuO9qELA
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMWn3R7U15hZOprFI75oZg44itC_ngQ2mkmEx1gdlAEMiV0tL-3rPQokKbh7W9xtAbuXc4tdzP5hx7Kj-fkm9p5TMBjkOjlWzkaIeT9ykXFCMhi578-s8NE2Nj1U319sX16Mj5lwr7O1q7F1UAxCEnXQgoTIk2J4mokk5BQPutqzprZ-5x5otW09RuFPXmS0JG2uUWubSvpiZdHwEOHYpY4CUO18VPImp_YgNSdxfkS7sSoJF2Th4m7dZh25hbvwXByI2IudvCFbJyo3yuskTS4g/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h32/h001.Jp3vsv5gtC35q8HBS5bjSbc3TZO6DMarN_W3KeBNy_A
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Award Winners:
» Best Plant/Seed LFL: “Stormont Seed and Read” — Stormont Road, View Royal.

» Best Puzzle/board game LFL: “Piece by Piece” — 2400 Block of Tanner Rd., Central
Saanich.

e Most Verdant Green Roof: “Sedum Read’'um” — 2800 Block of Dewdney Rd. Oak Bay.
o Best Children’s LFL: “Cheri’'s LFL” — Woodlands Rd., Sooke.
» Most Creative LFL (tie):
o “Baba Yaga Library” — Monterey St., Oak Bay.
o “Queen Mary LFL” — Dallas Rd., Victoria.
» Best LFL with a Fish On It: “Boats on the Roof’ — Clarence St., Victoria.

o Best LFL That Looks Like Another Thing: “The Light House Library” — Winston
Crescent, Saanich.

» Best LFL built from Upcycled/Reused Materials: “Always Open for Your Reading
Pleasure” - Caribbean Village, Quadra St., Victoria. Built from an old cabinet.

» Best Gulf Islands LFL: “Emergency Book Box” — South Island Fire Hall, Galiano Island.

» Coral Reef LFL - Best Associated Placemaking Element(s): “Dragon’s Lair’ — Harriett
Rd., Saanich. Featuring a reading bench, the Gates of Moria, Smaug, the Eye of Sauron,



Hobbiton, and other scenes from the Lord of the Rings.

Winners received a certificate and brass plaque they can mount on their LFL. If you see your
LFL listed above, please email me your mailing address s | can pop your plaque in the mail! The
event was made possible thanks to the support of a My Great Neighbourhoods Grant from the
City of Victoria, and support from the Oaklands Community Association, and the Dolly Parton

Imagination Library.

In other exciting LFL news, on Tuesday, September 29, at noon, the Pocket Places Project
will be delivering our 150,000th book to a LFL! You are most welcome to join us for this huge
milestone. | will be delivering the book to the Queen Mary LFL on Dallas Rd. (near the Helijet
terminal, at 79 Dallas Rd.) at noon.

Reproductive Justice Advocacy
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/79+Dallas+Rd?entry=gmail&source=g

On World Contraception Day (September 26th), the AccessBC Campaign will be celebrating one
of BC’s most successful reproductive health policies and calling on governments across Canada
to ensure that everyone in the country can benefit from universal, no-cost prescription
contraception.

On April 1, 2023, BC became the first province in Canada to make most prescription
contraceptives free, covering a wide range of options including most oral contraceptive pills,
injections, hormonal rings, copper and hormonal intrauterine devices (IUDs), implants, and
emergency contraception (i.e. Plan B).

Read our full press statement here.

The BC Ministry of Health confirmed to AccessBC that as of July 31, 2026, approximately
441,000 people had accessed free contraception since the inception of BC’s program on April 1,
2023. This includes approximately:

» 250,000 people who accessed oral contraceptive pills;
e 120,000 who accessed hormonal IUDs;

* 19,000 who accessed contraceptive implants;

» 18,000 who accessed copper IUDs;

e 15,000 who accessed hormonal injections;

e 8,000 who accessed vaginal rings; and

* 110,000 who accessed emergency contraceptive pills.


https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMepf-i1hgqc9jm1XzpewEllfbKaSPJAYKOZw-HPi2L3lr_R3Wgq8Pc2QfoL-pKXnMyWdUsa2dn6VjplSLgDKdadVGpgDOaIi3scBN2K_E6pGCYYP_4KrQpZdE6C4LBfQINk72Pliyr-ItwotxGFnNQnORcAsFVcMISNWsGmxGaF16iG0BMNG-QZ4SUZzdErlM_yaNSQIbjj0GfhrIwsYSEoKIv5pmFzPvFQ6dMyqDu0ugml0p8h4AW7pA5D2jYskP7FudKRe9TU8N3kMg8TAPKYFiCFmhfrnpfHMbqI6T9ij/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h33/h001._cl46OVJTRlY_QxJjLr6lZtb1vexLwf6KR8PraoeMlo

The Ministry notes that someone may have accessed more than one contraceptive type during
this period, so these figures cannot be added together to calculate the total number of people
who benefited.

Marine Conservation
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My work investigating crime in sea cucumber fisheries is currently making headlines in Brazil! My
work was recently featured on an article in DW, exploring sea cucumber wildlife crime in the
Indian Ocean. It's been translated into a few languages:

» Spanish: Para mis amigos de habla hispana, pueden leer el mismo articulo en DW, or
Tenemos Noticias, Col Global, and La Gaceta Online.

o Portuguese: E para os meus amigos que falam portugués, confiram estes artigos com
titulos bastante interessantes em DW, Nexo Econémico, e Horizonte do Dia.

» Indonesian: Dan bagi teman-teman saya yang berbahasa Indonesia, silakan baca artikel-
artikel ini di Detik News dan Info Benua.

For those who are new to my work on this type of marine wildlife crime, check out this excellent
documentay by Undercover Asia, which explored my work investigating sea cucumber crime in
India and Sri Lanka.

BC Humanist Research Team


https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMUr1mkTrIFY2ANHsY2CzbdRe2ca4H7jLt6qWFnTS1eR70Zh347D62SvrapKRa_OKVwjdXFf7TB1t8uwXDQYlbgAGQPwrRTbI1ZXR587I414dTWgYSN4Q_NnThQutmOoCFKxOGpmcWaxTwtg9UJUkD2OTWX30z_COCkMYzM3oai7HFEj9Zai123Lpn66yWYkh3iWgEBcWiU41LqabKbO6Mz1poUSkxjIfSc6dkZpIYUCMZsS5qSpCVL3bE7Wm5da8me9Vin4uejXS8NrXpv7m3T1RM9f15agrcKrcqTDRsGCszb6NLYtV3HUdq5kEpCTURA/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h34/h001.SvNPxJ7SfN3kJwy7QrhTSFqD9ONH42eOZdZqfAiX89Y
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMZgFJP4l9n-9aVXJuEx8i8bcfXtZWCynCHuPb3p1TiVpvUAMVvDtrKY8myq1j_1DTMmxyM-5I2Fiuh0GXApodhUUHJ9SRpaIZC-ktHJe6TlZkdwsawnmmYtkOFmm-9oyh5QMcNVyjX6828OdOiA0FBl8bvg0k9GlpQ0dzFJ747KVNNRI_NosRdzQVHSZxIPN0qPuwo83Kjf7_aUq0usxqcT7O8o1oQn1QaW5AvldkZU23_JWUYmt5G_7ver98LD3n66KBt7djEvafLG9u8PFnCytrWa-UY2K-PISvOC1kex_HvJ34TW5q1t3TqT-AfnOms2yeIlriXKVqPNqk0UAbdw/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h35/h001.Qsm_CSjPGsaJ0pyAoYUb6Ver8brm5YP2eN6RsL2Ofkw
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SEgofQhSb9pGg8bz5XQG3YeEdWVMlR1fN2EwDpi2HXZPyFrbhTHYBjIKX2Qz7SQl8y1XeA7gj54ERSNyf-4jh0hAVhYxSBZ58eBt4RP_kwJT0X2n7XVg1W1WZM3g3VGFFJp9mxP4C32GqOahxqnZGXyG5qX6cSTmvOs3YBv6BRgyM201N7tstkiTEVU9lF0DHZO5knR6AC6KDigsjeAf-9BvJMVtY0cL1KNWYBi7u0QeVJfPiD2DDHDl44tD-1JfOLT-Cfp5wXn16SfbkbQ8w-ZTd_vehZt_iwemYcB4RW1KPpUZxLEHFbfOOfStOaA3jXe26RPjtF__R0LX8d6GwhNMAkP2rrLYGfuqj6uKx0ul7IzphlfNEDLlPmESyTUlwiGu7mUSJ-8ySRLGg8gr-w/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h36/h001.YK_2cULkRyFQ5BeikpPq1pDwrb9wODibIHzoiYiHlLk
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMa50B76mVM-UqEfw0LCg8E1bLJDRcR67tr3k6gCYKeS11XneOa70WDIiXBXn7G3R0mIH-w5wbF_H21AFq0peOLRDrHDd00LtLaqfSuHaTXGq_OjGt4FH9r6UfbpNqlUasUMzI1inz3hh30wUmcNvxDjQNo2GhINMQpnfJah3TCPyAjn7OhM8x-4eqWFGKTANp96ZPAgvMDINlun94nJDmjVtRt9_FTELoo7ISi9jw8ke_tqo5yFdlbibOYfZ9lAYW_kHx_y7x9hjcvpcJPqrXi-EeCZrBfinmhKINMtm9wraeqQ0aEqev3s5UJRrplVqqW3cmo9eR__XLAzBQCA2H1PmMN5cmXT3a7aMHHE5E-1Xt3BJMUNKYwkrnTFUA4uyPvCsdj4GSkREE6HMou9cbSq9ClYplJg0DweMh4TYIURJ/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h37/h001.6QrDOBlZAf8l9KASZ1MbMWBKyacIceeK4HHvWErbU5U
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SNYHID0cgDJeR88MOfSMuWnf0MlOwgF-DRL2WoAJdWtNffajYFNTIf9whLBNbHIx1DbNF-5mxATSht442-o3thltRGH-79jV33b25W_lP-eooQhKerAnpogRrLtDIPOMLZghXqXtjHnz3jnvShe0c7TwkXtyOt0p_Iqk9UV64s7B6-3haocqbokiB1i34q3hPc64CsJCOx_1e5ofIBU0vci2OCoVZT27Qz8IR5cthMfTbQ6R__XrHD7ud3dnr6StO1RKIloRFEmZOiBu_A_jUc4x8B7BWJ9eMSGl_GDlJSArln5ny3APcx5QuP0a4iy6lHTEfX3v6pBwV9TWAgjiCrmkygExg0gl3lrXkEdzzhlbMo6yUfE_qMYS4ne0BrLS/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h38/h001.WPvSZXj4GIkk6v5UxlkiAzP1PqPPQeqKC0U4yQ6MdiE
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMbDc4a18Z0EkykbO0FBEjpWiL_wGa7W8JstKIIiP2dp1wzqudOo8KyGYXJ2dYYid19LSGglMr036NNZmilH52qGOLPbQDc8t71-_LaX5K1-d-1Gd71o6ncD_BOWz4-3pFppeQxeqRH1jr2jDi1SEVslob5P3JAKTPuIh4Hcr7tO_eIRAbIOvEGaSW-HLHk-owEhCVZDlWziu7T2r_N0VAj2bkkX6H2rM1gkGRrvpi40pC7YZMDGCmmANMZc-PdUZCsKdI9_HJgbGjAYQmGlHfKFqi-wl24C1Zoo-U6LWZhSgcJ1nLiQZF8UGQ_tEdN4Jm5WqbGglO7wBFsawJn1iDDthUeQuzfqrIMiMMA7gpwIQQKLAjDC3ds2UeuumRZYUQg/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h39/h001.0dmsW4NSz2H2VR8W7wv02VdQAnSj1w2rQmAAE0BowCA
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.nTQp_FEIcSHl649vCJCicvRUBJ49jyOTVrvN2alRtUXBzW5FTikZdT65_3iVtYAVjfb1-Zf0SYp6bOThUn3DzmYa74oPlLOd3U9160ciQNR1bhzQHQPGm9aD1uO5xtvzhkIdMBihy8jSNWCFNQ1ZPQj80dlC8x2FVdDipKpTbEWdaGnd3b93vtdSY88fmq4l-Jk2HbvkCdhe1qCkMQNKNTaL0w5Q_U9oCBHFsVz_wqBRqnpZExATFIP6R6E1fUDhFh8mPdbdavQiNow3mM3t-SBwqK9GUkEDJjES-vzwzpSwySSGrijeVGtlttbDHChU/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h40/h001.jDWyZoNYavMruClnoQOKKv4Yc-9qvpUbQlveSBNPn5Y
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SLdqY4re9NRChJwFnQ0ir6GKG2fhuE724dtVRmInAn6eM_KMjjrunZnRv2FCASHoUyd7OJ1RMY4pqezPdd3yCsCd1hY1xUmPt-EhI2l7pe0Cfnnf-K_M4Rmnmvdel-DS9kaByV2coQVWd1YlphsGVcN9W1RhQkikR5XMYJylvkI3sp7HtAW8Mg69BV9guPqIsr-5yssOSZCxdbGKw5_FR7us7WNmsWJjbt_TH2FzaQqq-labLzxDfLnGU7HWDjtKgrP5fCyk_DJS0xD2rcSxM2-TArjaMHhemGYPp8hnDGd3IJtRc2mCDoj-nIrYZqDu/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h41/h001.fcD4soywljvZWXAIxnuNKCABRMleUFhZn7hnLfRm9mE
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.nTQp_FEIcSHl649vCJCicmEgXEod0x5sBSdKhPrm-YIJstXhoJ_uu6EV8-Cq5Bj2LZErD8dXMfkKbA76fBZrqQr1xZFqQS3nWH7Tb6wCh181nXkRcH1tepWGvrMniDhZyFd-cKLmQkAIYgU_gx26fY-P56t4G9f7cINNhq2ZBxWgWSv6d2b7IYiYgVHJRwGowkbFn5raiN5c0XyPtXtJgPAUQJUM_gj6gOnihvvko1TYJ_vnzF5kPTQAJFUhIqxOY7I4HF1RPf7jcZ46t4M2tawJ4rY8VXFukOH7VfgVqvx-1ANn0hqK-RthKtSxYpoEczPkweyttauJPkPg5m5ncjtirz9Ueh_aaGEBYytWJ00/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h42/h001.OdtEqETYTZkQzU3dWacQB8kyqwEXylMK5VVTrotuU98
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.T4f1s0H8aL8dqpmq959YtMgRcgCmK1lhWEIoHYe2TCZ6A_4aPxql7n1OmEf5gs8uuLE0tQctHo-TBcI2p7j4hGM8Q4cPr_5L2-ygQyONlFMHi4q9nbadoz5KTsV62un3mSj9DzaTzMKuufjOXPVkYH83zqikyZ-m9nTA76npaj61nVtCONBZshyysneXYm67vnN33ua5qtvKFXYgy7oEDz-nNZdcRbtCXMNqJlL8vxE60HDt8hh1ABg_Qld9KZSGdlFzd3RexC1OJeiBIg1cmuf1Pf_lmeOVMtMlaKIY17OB1BrepWkbaw7F_x6awLKBvAku4MEz94I8Ki0cLpx6LoZ8NBUQgJmXNb_kfjcPsUQ/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h43/h001.S9esJKNEG6ghHT0WO-oJRLK-dpT6unXj2KnUsrkJGh0
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMVZiCw9e1CjoAxuXDVyOgvDZXibBPsGCk0nFevktN23R_7dddRu_1YOfOSCzofnc2gbbdP7SEvvSwrVVLaPMIzW5MiwbMNEK6oETFmX63_Tz-LkNoODSM34ga_qF0-5GKo40AeyD0Fm9m9PJ8T1yL3TWhj1wE-qGXPMqje5g7pJabPvvhrFShuOKVPudJoAqbu5MsIkBNjNfpXKTC0542u059rB7h4IJdI00-jafBcW_YQCZC-gvsuZB11a8nEo6km-yY9hImGT32XU2s6reUrs/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h44/h001.MdkBYtTqCP_d0TsTVXHZJMbnjgL5ttziKThJt_-70fw
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMVZiCw9e1CjoAxuXDVyOgvDZXibBPsGCk0nFevktN23R_7dddRu_1YOfOSCzofnc2gbbdP7SEvvSwrVVLaPMIzW5MiwbMNEK6oETFmX63_Tz-LkNoODSM34ga_qF0-5GKo40AeyD0Fm9m9PJ8T1yL3TWhj1wE-qGXPMqje5g7pJabPvvhrFShuOKVPudJoAqbu5MsIkBNjNfpXKTC0542u059rB7h4IJdI00-jafBcW_YQCZC-gvsuZB11a8nEo6km-yY9hImGT32XU2s6reUrs/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h44/h001.MdkBYtTqCP_d0TsTVXHZJMbnjgL5ttziKThJt_-70fw

The BC Humanist Research team has a new report out, hot off the press! Our new report,
'Amen, Again! Revisiting Unconstitutional Prayer in Ontario Municipalities," is the second time the
BCHA has audited Ontario municipalities as part of the Saguenay Project. This is an ongoing
project that promotes compliance with the Supreme Court of Canada's 2015 decision in MLQ v
Saguenay, which found that prayers in municipal council meetings violated the state's duty of
religious neutrality.

Consistent with our previous study, we limited our scope to those municipalities with a population
over 1,000 according to the 2021 Census (n=360). Of the 359 municipalities for which data were
available, 62 (17.3%) included prayers in their 2022 inaugural meetings. While this is a sharp
decline since 2018, it remains the highest percentage across all provinces. We additionally
identified two (0.6% of 356 municipalities for which data were available) municipalities -
Laurentian Valley and Pembroke - that routinely included prayer in their regular council meetings.

The report further delves into the variety of secular practices, like moments of silence, and
Indigenous content and practices being used to solemnize municipal council meetings. We
document the impacts of advocacy since our last foray into Ontario practices, and urge
municipalities to ensure the inaugural council meetings after the upcoming 2026 local elections
are secular and consistent with the legal duty of religious neutrality.

Read the full report here.

Thank you to everyone who is helping with my re-election campaign and if you can, please
donate to make sure we can reach everyone in Saanich!

Warm regards,

Dr. Teale Phelps Bondaroff


https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMRWlr7kwDSB8WX5uT9fBUUP_pP7zBEris6Iyy3HsV2livC7NtbT7GebLbIMayX-56wvjbNszp3YZI8CxNVXM_VmDdgDWSkTIe0UbHEwv-Y-Lp925ExqFGsK-jRNCfYKT98uS3NzxEo8eppoq8SwD4tR5YqrXwmblReOYKIg8-LsxhFAAxyLPwvxJDvOeCOKA5VRb-fuHP7cKijyEhvrxbd1DWndDzP0eHzsczpgmdP0zbqU5pfqBBFxyXDi2MelhLwuyBNcCrt2vlfXThZb2WP0/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h45/h001.mzcQWugi_ERa58TLIJwnFPiJQ5mC_mbtrwaG0tezp3Y
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMRWlr7kwDSB8WX5uT9fBUUM2C3-z6vNz1mQAJJH0Tgq7HxtFVpf21dIDfHyLn99x0AZ8Xe6uON4NO2Y3MEp_ELqWlv6df27MNSgoiXooCKGWDEh5j4zfAz5zlh8VS5omWWoNiDpAD0OM03WC0oSwb359Cja0XX_WdwYmUi3yWZQFFezPF5lu29aRChWXX1yZYcb8XHku4p7Qcs8mObCXtCnmJ-LHLDSYF7SrGbMu_1I7jkqhVByO8JKGPcHo1x7gQJne68pqiHI4kK1jyv3Ng-s/4ub/LrJVoB9QSIKHXDg1cymNyQ/h46/h001.Fz7LyBmXeWZXb1m8YTsK3z_24zM4jhGLg0F-qlBAzMY
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P.S. - If you have Saanich friends and neighbours who might like to receive these newsletter, do
please share this link with them.

-
Actlon Sent via Action Network, a free online toolset anyone can use to organize.
Click here to sign up and get started building an email list and creating

Network online actions today.

Action Network is an open platform that empowers individuals and groups to organize for progressive causes. We encourage
responsible activism, and do not support using the platform to take unlawful or other improper action. We do not control or endorse the
conduct of users and make no representations of any kind about them.

You can unsubscribe or update your email address or change your name and address by changing_your subscription preferences here.
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