
Little Free Library Superheros
Adventure!

Friends, 

I'm helping organize an exciting event this weekend and wanted to
invite you out. This weekend the Greater Victoria Placemaking
Network (GVPN) has teamed up with the Superheroes of Victoria to
celebrate free comic book day in style with a 'Little Free Library
Superheroes Adventure!'
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The Superheroes of Victoria are a fantastic group of people who don
the garb of caped crusaders to support a wide range of important
charitable causes around the region. We are very excited to be
partnering with them for a bit of Free Comic Book Day fun.

Date: May 4, 2024 (Free Comic Book Day)
Time: 11 am to 3 pm
Location: Fernwood, Victoria

Details: Superheros will be hanging out at five little free libraries in
Fernwood (see map below) where they will be giving our comic books!

Everyone is welcome. The superheroes will be jumping off the pages
and giving out a wide range of comic books! Come explore the dozens
of LFLs in the neighbourhood, meet your favourite heroes, and bring
home a comic or graphic novel!

Here's a recent Victoria Buzz story about the event!

https://teale.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9fdfda949186bf5ee21137994&id=4f6458be0d&e=47a8e03b4f
https://teale.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9fdfda949186bf5ee21137994&id=00c0a760a4&e=47a8e03b4f


Saanich Updates
I will save a full update for my next montly news letter, but I want to
share a recent interview I did with Ryan Price from CFAX 1070, where
we talked about some of the very full agenda from this past Monday's
Saanich Council meeting.
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As you may know, I chair Saanich's Transportation Advisory
Committee, which is a fantastic group of volunteers who help advise
the District on issues relating to transportation. The Committee
recently drafted a UBCM resolution calling for the expansion of the
province's Get On Board free transit for young people to include
all young people 18 and under. I'll be bringing this motion to council in
the very near future.

I am pleased to say that this motion is on its way to Saanich Council
and should be on the agenda of an upcoming meeting. You can read
the full motion and backgrounder in the TAC minutes here (p.7).
Saanich Council would love to hear your thoughts about this proposed
resolution.

We adopted a motion on this same issue at our most recent Monday
meeting. This one, drafted by my colleague Councillor Westhaver, is a
little different, in so far as it proposes writing to BC Transit and the
Minister of Transportation. Following the excellent conversation at
council, I drafted an additional UBCM resolution calling for the
province to explore free transit for seniors. This policy was recently
rolled out in Montreal and was a huge success.
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Name That Sweeper!

The District of Saanich is excited to announce a Name That Sweeper
contest ahead of the upcoming National Public Works Week (NPWW)
in May.

Though it’s tiny, this little sweeper is a valuable part of the public works
fleet with a big job to do — it’s the only sweeper that can keep Saanich
bike lanes clear!

Help us properly welcome this mini sweeper to the fleet by submitting
your best name idea through Saanich’s public participation platform,
HelloSaanich. The deadline for naming submissions is
Wednesday, May 15, 2024.

Public Works staff will review submissions and select the top 5 names
for public voting on HelloSaanich during National Public Works Week,
from May 19-25, 2024.

The winning name will be announced on the District’s social media
channels on May 27, 2024.

BC Humanist Research
Team
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I have an update on my work with BC Humanist Association (BCHA)
Research Team. As I reported in my last newsletter, the BCHA was
threatening legal action against the last two municipalities in BC that
had not committed to discontinuing the inclusion of prayer in their
inaugural meetings: Vancouver and Parksville.

In 2015, the Supreme Court ruled that municipalities cannot open with
prayer (Saguenay), and the BCHA has been studying the compliance
of municipalities across the country with this ruling. You can learn
more in our most recent report. 

This week, we heard back from Parksville and it looks as though they
have agreed to adhere to their duty of religious neutrality and ensure
that their meetings are welcoming to all people, regardless of religious
belief or lack thereof. You can learn more from stories from CHEK
News, the Times Colonist, and Black Press.

I hope to see a few folks out at the Superhero event this weekend or at
the TC Book Sale! It's going to be a wonderfully book-filled couple of
days.

Warm regards,
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Dr. Teale Phelps Bondaroff
Saanich Councillor

P.S. If you know a neighbour who might like to receive these updates,
please let them know they can sign up here. 

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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